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The XYZ Affair Skit
Directions: With the person next to you, read the XYZ Affair skit and answer the following questions.
Characters:
Narrator
Frenchman X

Frenchman Y

Frenchman Z

John Marshall

Elridge Gerry

Charles Pinckney

Script:

Narrator:  The French government did not like the Jay Treaty because they felt we favored Great Britain.  In return, they began seizing U.S. merchant ships sailing to England.  Adams decided to send a mission of three men to France to bring an end to this activity.

(Three American enter: Marshall, Gerry and Pinckney)

Narrator:  When the Americans arrived, they waited for a while and were contacted by three secret representatives of the French government, called X, Y and Z in later published reports.  No names were identified at the time.
(X,Y,and Z enter slyly)

Narrator:  They demanded a loan of several million dollars and a bribe of $250,000 just to speak to the French foreign minister!

(X,Y, and Z present a bribery note to the Americans.  They act extremely insulted, and one of them cries Millions for defense, not one cent for tribute! , and they huff off as they exit.  X,Y,and Z exit confused)

Narrator:  War fever erupted in America . . 

Narrator:  The High Federalists pushed for war, and wanted to increase both our land and naval forces, though land forces really were not needed.  President Adams resisted their pressure and proposed that we strengthen our naval forces.  That summer, The Constitution, United States, and Constellation set sail.  Adams would eventually send another delegation to France, and the French promised the seas would be free to American shipping.  This meeting was called the Convention of 1800.  His action was unpopular with his own Federalist party however, and he was harshly criticized within the party for backing down from France’s insults.

THE END.  

1. Why did President John Adams send diplomats to France?  Identify the three men that were sent to France using their first and last name. 

2. Explain the XYZ Affair based off this skit. 
3. Describe America’s response to the XYZ affair.

4. What did the treaty that came out of the Convention of 1800 do?
