=] France and the
Benelux Countries

What You WIll Learn... 1f YOU lived there...
You are strolling through one of the many open-air markets in
1. During its history France a Paris neighborhood. You stop to buy some fruit, then go into
has been a kngdom, empire, .
cabaial pawer, and sapabiic a bakery 10 buy bread, cheese, and lemonade. You sit on a park
2. The culture of France has bench to eat lunch. You end your day with a stroll along the banks
::mmhmdd“m of the Seine River, where you look at books and postcards.
3. France today is 2 farming and o o e o _ o .
anets mm::mn:m Why do you think people enjoy living in Paris?
4. The Benelux Countries have
strong economees and high
standards of Iming.
< A
BUILDING BACKGROUND For centuries, France has played a
major role not only in Europe but also in the histories of the United
France and the Benalux Coun- Kingdom and the United States. The Norman Conguest in 1065
:‘:‘mm:m:‘ brought French influences into English language, law, and culture.
J France later helped the American colonists win their independence.
! d
Key Terms and Places
Pans, p. 421 .
Fsis 2 History of France
The Hague, p. &2 In southwest France, Lascaux (lah-sk0H) Cave holds a treasure
s;:mh‘l;f — from the past. Inside, prehistoric paintings of bulls run and jJump
L along the stone walls. More than 15,000 years old, these paint-
m Draw a chart like the ings show how long people have lived in what Is now France.
one balow. As you
read, list facts about each country. Early History
France ] In ancient times, France was part of a region called Gaul (GAWL).
| Bolgum Centuries ago, Celtic peoples from eastern Europe settled In
The Nethorlands Gaul. In the 50s BC, the Romans conquered the region. They
Luarmboug introduced Roman law. The Romans also established a Latin-

based language that In time developed Into French.

Roman rule In Gaul lasted until the AD 400s. The Franks, a
Germanic people, then conquered much of Gaul. It Is from the
Franks that France gets its name. The Franks' greatest ruler was
Charlemagne (SHAHR-luh-mayn), who bullt a powerful Chris-
tlan empire. After he had conquered much of the old Roman
Empire, the pope crowned him Emperor of the Romans in 800.
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After Charlemagne's death, many
invaders attacked the Franks. One such
group, the Normans, settled In northwest-
ern France. This area Is called Normandy.

In 1066 the Normans conquered Eng-
land. William the Conqueror, the duke of
Normandy, became king of England. He
now ruled England as well as part of France.
In the 1300s England’s king tried to claim
the French throne to gain control of the
rest of France. This event led to the Hun-
dred Years' War (1337-1453). The French
eventually drove out the English.

Revolution and Empire

From the 1500s to the 1700s, France built
a colonial empire. The French established
colonies In the Americas, Africa, and Asla.
At this time, most French people lived In
poverty and had few rights. For these rea-
sons, In 1789 the French people overthrew
their king In the French Revolution.

A few years later a brilllant general
named Napoleon took power. In time, he

conquered much of Europe. Then in 1815
several European powers joined forces and

defeated Napoleon. They exiled him and
chose a new king to rule France.

Modern History

During both World War ] and World Warll,
German forces Invaded France. After each
war, France worked to rebuild its economy.

In the 1950s it experienced rapid growth.
During the 1950s and 1960s, many of

of the French colonies gained their inde-

pendence. Some people from these former
colonies then moved to France.

France Is now a republic with a parlia-
ment and an elected president. France still
controls several overseas territories, such as
Martinique In the West Indies.

Summarizing Which
foreign groups have affected France’s history?

France's History

During Its long history, France has gone from strong kingdom
o great empire, to colonial world powet, to modemn republic.

W Early Celtic peoples settle in Gaul.

H The Romans conquer Gaul and rule
the region for hundreds of years.

B The Franks conguer Gaul. The ruler
Charlemagne builds a powerful empire. §

B Normans settle in northwestern -

France. In 1066 they conquer
England and take the throne.

® France and England fight
the Hundred Years’ War.

Revolution and Empire

¥ In the 1500s France begins
to build a colonial empire.

¥ In 1789 the people rise up
in the French Revolution.

¥ In 1799 Napoleon takes
control. He soon conquers
much of Europe.

® European powers unite
to defeat Napoleon in 1815.

Arc de

® German forces invade
France during World War |
and World War IL

B Many French colonies
declare independence in
the 1950s and 1960s.

u Today France is a republic
with a president and a
democratic government

WWI1I German
occupation
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FOCUS ON
READING

Use 2 dictionary

to find the ongn
of auisine. How
does the word's
orign relate
the meaning of
cusne wday?

Close'-q)
Paris

The Culture of France

During their long history, the French have
developed a strong cultural identity. Today
French culture is admired worldwide.

Language and Religion
A common heritage unites the French.
Most people speak French and are Catholic.

At the same time, many Immigrants have
settled In France. These Immigrants have
their own languages, religions, and cus-
toms. For example, many Algerian Muslims
have moved to France. This immigration is
making France more culturally diverse.

Customs

The French have a phrase that describes
their attitude toward life—joic de vive
(zhwah duh VEEV-ruh), meaning “enjoy-
ment of life.” The French enjoy good food,
good company, and good conversation.

Some 2,000 years old, Paris grew
up along the banks of the Seine (SEN)

River. Known as “the ity of Light” for
Its gleaming beauty, Parts shines as
one of Europe’s most cultured dties.

Wide tree-ined avenues, historic Rn-
squares, and lovely gardens and parks \1
mn!(l]m -

LIS |

The Sane Rmvar winds

through the heart of Pars.
Beautiful bridges cross the
rwver, and in places book-
sellers ine its banks.

An enjoyment of food has helped make

French cooking some of the best In the
world. French chefs and cooking schools
have worldwide reputations. The French
have also contributed to the language of
food. Terms such as aafé, cuisine (cooking),
and menu all come from the French.

The French also enjoy their festivals.
The major national festival is Bastille Day,
held on July 14. On that date In 1789 a
mob destroyed the Bastille, a Paris prison
symbolizing the French king’s harsh rule.
The event began the French Revolution.

Ideas and the Arts

The French have made major contributions
to the arts and ideas. In the Middle Ages,
the French bullt majestic cathedrals in the
Gothic style. This style has high pointed

cellings, stalned-glass windows, and tall
towers that reach heavenward. Notre

Dame Cathedral in Paris Is an example.




In the 1700s France was a center of the
Enlightenment, a period In which people
used reason to Improve soclety. French
Enlightenment ideas about government
inspired the American Revolution and the
development of modern democracy.

In the 1800s France was the center of
one of the most famous art movements
of the modern age—Impressionism. This
style of painting uses rippling light to cre-
ate an Impression of a scene. During the
same period, French authors wrote classics
such as The Three Musketeers by Alexandre
Dumas (doo-mah). Today France Is known
for art and Iits fashion and film Industries.

Summarizing What are
some main features of French culture?

France Today

France Is now West-Central Europe’s largest
country. It plays a leading role In Europe
and in the European Union (EU).

Today about 75 percent of the French
live In cities. Paris, the capital, Is by far the
largest city, with about 10 million people.

The Paris Metro, or subway,
is known for is decoratve
wrought-#on entrances,
buit in the early BO0s.

Fashionable with a quick pace, Paris Is
a center of business, finance, learning, and
culture. It boasts world-class museums, art
galleries, and restaurants as well as famous
landmarks such as the Eiffel Tower and
Notre Dame Cathedral.

Other major cities Include Marseille
(mar-SAY), a Mediterranean seaport, and
Lyon (LYAWN), located on the Rhone River.
A modern system of highways, canals, and
high-speed trains links France's citles.

France has a strong economy. It Is the
EU's top agricultural producer, and its
major crops Include wheat and grapes.
French workers are also highly productive.
Rich soll and efficlent workers have made
France a major exporter of goods, such as
its famous perfumes and wines.

Pars & known for is
many scewalk cres,
where paople meet 10
eat, socizlize, and redax.




CONNECTING T0»

Technology
Dutch Polders

More than 25 percent of the Natheriands kes below s2a
lavel. For centuries, the Dutch have reclaimed land from
the sea. These reclaimed lands are called polders.

To create polders, the Dutch build dikes near the
shoreline. They then use pumps to remove the water
behind the dikes. A national system of dikes, dams,
floodgates, and storm barriers now holds back the sea.

Unfortunately, creating poldess has caused sinking
lowlands and other environmental damage. The Dutch
are working to address these problems. For example,
they are considering restoring some of the poidess to
wetlands, lakes, and the seas.

Finding Main ldeas How have the Dutch modified their

emironment to five in a ragion that lies below sea level?

Tourism Is also vital to the economy.

Each year, millions of people visit Paris, the
French Alps, and the sunny French Riviera,

a resort area on the Mediterranean coast.

Drawing Conclusions Why
do you think tourists might want to visit Paris?

The Benelux Countries

Belgium, the Netherlands, and Luxem-
bourg are called the Benelux Countries.

Benelux combines the first letters of each
country’s name. They are also called the

Low Countries because of their elevation.

History
Many nations and empires dominated the
Benelux region. In 1648 the Netherlands

galned Its independence. It ruled Belgium
until 1830, and Luxembourg until 1867,

when they gained Independence.
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In World War 1, Germany occupied
the Benelux Countries. After the war, they
joined the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) for protection. NATO Is an
alliance of nations. In the 1950s the Ben-
elux Countries joined the group of nations
now known as the EU.

Today the Benelux Countries each have
a parllament and ceremonial monarch.
The tiny, densely populated countries lie
between larger, stronger countries. This
location has led to Invasions but has also
promoted trade. The Benelux Countries
now have wealthy economies.

The Netherlands

Bordering the North Sea, the Netherlands Is
low and flat. Some of the land lies below sea
level. The Netherlands indludes the historical
region of Holland and Is sometimes called
Holland. The people here are the Dutch, and

the language they speak Is also called Dutch.




Excellent harbors on the North Sea have
made the Netherlands a center of interna-
tional trade. The city of Rotterdam Is one
of the world's buslest seaports. It is also part

of a highly Industrial and urban, or city-
based, area. This area Includes Amsterdam,
the capital, and the Hague (HAYC), the seat
of government. Agriculture Is also Impor-
tant to the Dutch economy, and Dutch
cheese and tulips are world famous.

Belgium

Belgium 1Is a highly urban country. More
than 95 percent of the people of Belgium
live In cities. The capital city, Brussels,
serves as the headquarters for many Inter-
national organizations, Including the EU
and NATO. The city of Brussels Is as a result
highly cosmopolitan, or characterized by
many foreign influences.

Language divides Belgium. The coast
and north are called Flanders. The people
there speak Flemish. The southern interior
Is called Wallonia. The people there speak
French and are called Walloons. These cul-
tural differences have caused tensions.

Section 2 Assessment

Reviewing ideas, Terms, and Places
1. a. identify Who was Charlemagne?

cant figure in French history?

their long history?
2. a. Define What is impressionism?

b. Explain why s Napoleon considered a signifi-
c Develop Why might the French be proud of

Belgium Is known for its cheeses, choc-
olate, cocoa, and lace. The city of Antwerp
Is a key port and diamond-cutting center.

Luxembourg

Luxembourg Is a forested, hilly country.
Although smaller than Rhode Island, it has
one of the world's highest standards of liv-
ing. Most of the people in Luxembourg are
Roman Catholic and speak either French
or German.

Luxembourg earns much of its Income
from services such as banking. The region
also produces steel and chemicals. Its small
citles are cosmopolitan centers of Interna-
tional business and government.

L5 Comparing What do the

Benelux Countries have in common?

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW As you have
learned, France and the Benelux Coun-
tries are modern and urban with strong

economies. Next, you will read about
Germany and the Alpine Countries.

Critical Thinking

5. Categorizing Draw a chart like the one here.
Use your notes and enter information into

b. Summarize Wwhat are some major contributions
of French culture?
c Elaborate How has immigration influenced
French culture?
3. a. Describe Why is Paris an important dty?
b. Summarize what is the French economy like?
4. a. Describe How does language divide Belgium?
b. Draw Condusions Why might Brussels be
such a cosmopolitan dty?

each category.

min m I-mr Covemment
category, organize

the information

by country. Cebu fcoromes

6. Describing France and the Benelux Countries
For each country, note one possible issue for your
persuasive speech. For example, one issue might
be language in Belgium. Should all Belgians have
to speak the same language?
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