Name Date Section

Russia Assessment

Read 498 and 500 Source A and view the reading and image Source
B below from a Primary Source communist-era Poster.

SOURCE A:

The Soviet Union

The Soviet Union, led by Lenin, became
a Communist country. In this political
system, the government owns all property
and controls all aspects of life. In 1924
Lenin died. Joseph Stalin took power,
ruling as a brutal and paranoid dictator.

The Soviet Union under Stalin

Under Stalin, the Soviet Union set up a
command economy. In this system, the
government owns all businesses and farms
and makes all decisions. People were told
what to make and how much to charge.
Without competition, though, efficiency
and the quality of goods fell over time.

The Soviet Union strictly controlled its
people as well as its economy. Stalin had
anyone who spoke out against the govern-
ment jailed, exiled, or killed. Millions of
people were sent to gulags, harsh Soviet
labor camps often located in Siberia.

Cold War and Collapse
During World War II, the Soviet Union
fought with the Allies against Germany.
Millions of Soviet citizens died in the war.
Stalin’s reaction to the war was to build a
buffer around the Soviet Union to protect
it from invasion. To do so, he set up Com-
munist governments in Eastern Europe.
The United States opposed commu-
nism and saw its spread as a threat to
democracy. This opposition led to the Cold
War, a period of tense rivalry between the
Soviet Union and the United States. The
two rival countries became superpowers as
they competed to have superior weapons.
In part because of the high costs of
weapons, the Soviet economy was near
collapse by the 1980s. Mikhail Gorbachev
(GAWR-buh-chawf), the Soviet leader, began
making changes. He reduced government
control and introduced some democracy.

Despite his actions, the Soviet republics
began pushing for independence. In 1991
the Soviet Union collapsed. It broke apart
into 15 independent countries, including
Russia. The Soviet Union was no more.

| READING CHECK ] Analyzing How did the Cold

War help lead to the Soviet Union’s collapse?

Culture

In the Soviet Union, the government had
controlled culture just like everything else.
Today, however, Russian culture is once
again alive and vibrant.

People and Religion

Russia is big and diverse, with more than
140 million people. About 80 percent are
ethnic Russians, or Slavs, but Russia also
has many other ethnic groups. The larg-
est are the Tatars and Ukrainians. Russia’s
many ethnic groups are once again taking
great pride in their cultures.

Like ethnic culture, religious worship
has seen a revival. The Soviet government
opposed religion and closed many houses
of worship. Today many have reopened,
including historic Russian cathedrals with
their onion-shaped domes. The main faith
is Russian Orthodox Christian. Other reli-
gions include Islam, Buddhism, and other
forms of Christianity.

Customs

Russian history has shaped its customs,
such as holidays. Religious holidays, like
Easter and Christmas, are popular. The
main family holiday is New Year’s Eve. To
celebrate this holiday, families decorate a
tree where, according to Russian folklore,
Grandfather Frost and his helper the Snow
Maiden leave gifts. A newer holiday is Rus-
sian Independence Day, which marks the
end of the Soviet Union on June 12.




SOURCE B:

Primary Source

The Arts and Sciences

Russia has made great contributions in the
arts and sciences. In the performing arts,
Russia’s ballet companies are world famous
for their skill. In music, Peter Tchaikovsky
(chy-KAWF-skee) is Russia’s most famous
composer. His many works include The
Nutcracker ballet and the 1812 Overture.

In the material arts, Russia’s Fabergé
eggs are priceless. Gifts for the czars, these
eggs are made of precious metals and cov-
ered with gems such as emeralds and rubies.
Each egg opens to reveal a tiny surprise.

In the sciences, Russia has contributed
to space research. In 1957 the Soviet Union
launched Sputnik, the first artificial satel-
lite in space. Russian scientists now help
work on the International Space Station.

Communist-era Poster

The Soviet Union used posters as propaganda. Propaganda is
information designed to promote a specific cause or idea by
influencing people’s thoughts and beliefs. For example,
Soviet posters often promoted the greatness and power of
the Soviet state, its leaders, and their Communist policies.

poster reads, “Long live
the Young Communist
League! The young are
taking over the older
generation’s torch!”

The message of this 1924

The color red in this
poster symbolizes
communism and the
Russian Revolution.




Stalin’s rule people who spoke against the government were
often sent to labor camps called?

Part A:

A. gulags
B. jails

C. Cold War
D. Ukraine

Part B
Which detail from the passage best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “The Soviet Union strictly controlled its people . . ..”

B. “...anyone who spoke out against the government were jailed. . . .”
C. “...opposition lead to this...”
D. “. .. The largest are Tatars and Ukraine.”

1. Refer to the reading and the image and answer the question below

Analyzing Primary Sources — How do you think the poster’s images and message
influenced Soviet teens at the time also think about how Stalin controlled his country?
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Evidence Based Selected Response (EBSR) /2
Focus /4

Controlling Idea /4

Reading/Research /4

Development /4

Organization /4

Conventions /4

Content Understanding /4

Total: /30
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