What You Will Learn...
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1. History is the study of the
past.

2. We can improve our under-
standing of people’s actions
and beliefs through the study
of history.

3. Historians use clues from
various sources to learn

about the past.
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The Big Idea

Historians use many kinds of
clues to understand how people

lived in the past.
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Key Terms

history, p. 6

culture, p. 7
archaeology, p. 7

fossil, p. 10

artifacts, p. 10

primary source, p. 10
secondary source, p. 10

As you read, look for
== information about the
clues historians use to understand

the past. Record your notes in a
diagram like this one.

LA

s | Studying History

If YOU were there...

You are a student helping scholars uncover the remains of an
ancient city. One exciting day you find a jar filled with bits of clay
on which strange symbols have been carved. You recognize the
marks as letters because for years you have studied the language
of the city’s people. This is your chance to put your skills to use!

What might you learn from the ancient writings?

BUILDING BACKGROUND Last year you learned about our

country’s past. Now you begin a study of world history, which started

Imany centuries before the history of the United States. You will find
L that we learn about world history in many ways.

The Study of the Past

The people of the ancient world didn’t build
skyscrapers, invent the automobile, or send
spaceships to Mars. But they did remark-
able things. Among their amazing feats were
building huge temples, inventing writing,
and discovering planets. Every step we take—
in technology, science, education, literature,
and all other fields—builds on what people
did long ago. We are who we are because of
what people did in the past.

What Is History?

History is the study of the past. A battle that
happened 5,000 years ago and an election that
happened yesterday are both parts of history.

Historians are people who study history.
Their main concern is human activity in the
past. They want to know how people lived
and why they did the things they did. They
try to learn about the problems people faced
and how they found solutions.



Historians are interested in how people
lived their daily lives. How and where did
they work, fight, trade, farm, and worship?
What did they do in their free time? What
games did they play? In other words, histo-
rians study the past to understand people’s
culture —the knowledge, beliefs, customs,
and values of a group of people.

What Is Archaeology?

An important field that contributes much
information about the past is archaeology
(ahr-kee-AH-luh-jee). It is the study of the
past based on what people left behind.

Archaeologists, or people who practice
archaeology, explore places where people
once lived, worked, or fought. The things
that people left in these places may include
jewelry, dishes, or weapons. They range
from stone tools to computers.
Archaeologists examine the objects
they find to learn what they can tell about
the past. In many cases, the objects that
people left behind are the only clues we

have to how they lived. THE IMPACT
TODAY
m Comparing How are the Computers have
fields of history and archaeology similar? become an
essential tool in
modern times.

Studying the Past
Historians and archaeologists
study the people and places

of the past. For example, by
studying the remains of an
ancient Egyptian temple (right),
they can learn about the lives
of the ancient Egyptians (left).
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Understanding
through History

There are many reasons why people study
history. Understanding the past helps us to
understand the world today. History can

ACADEMIC ) ) ) -
VocasuLARY  also provide us with a guide to making bet-
values ideasthat ter decisions in the future.

people hold dear

and try to live by .
Knowing Yourself

History can teach you about yourself. What
if you did not know your own past? You
would not know which subjects you liked
in school or which sports you enjoyed. You
would not know what makes you proud or
what mistakes not to repeat. Without your
own personal history, you would not have
an identity.

History is just as important for groups
as it is for individuals. What would hap-
pen if countries had no record of their

Understanding the World >
- T G
o ’

History can help us understand the
world around us. For example,
why do these buildings
in San Francisco look
the way they do? The
answer is history. These
buildings are in a
neighborhood called
Chinatown, where Chinese
immigrants began settling
in the 1800s.

Immigrants painted
these houses bright
colors like the houses
in China. Chinese-
style roofs and pillars
were also added.

past? People would know nothing about
how their governments came into being.
They would not remember their nation’s
great triumphs or tragedies. History teach-
es us about the experiences we have been
through as a people. It shapes our identity
and teaches us the values that we share.

Knowing Others

Like today, the world in the past included
many cultures. History teaches about the
cultures that were unlike your own. You
learn about other peoples, where they lived,
and what was important to them. History
teaches you how cultures were similar and
how they were different.

History also helps you understand why
other people think the way they do. You learn
about the struggles people have faced. You
also learn how these struggles have affected
the way people view themselves and others.
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Chinese people who moved
to California brought their
language with them. By
studying the languages
spoken in a region, historians
can learn who settled there.
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For example, Native Americans, European
settlers, enslaved Africans, and Asian immi-
grants all played vital roles in our country’s
history. But the descendants of each group
have a different story to tell about their
ancestors’ contributions.

Learning these stories and others like
them that make up history can help you
see the viewpoints of other peoples. It can
help teach you to respect and understand
different opinions. This knowledge helps
promote tolerance. History can also help
you relate more easily to people of differ-
ent backgrounds. In other words, knowing
about the past can help build social har-
mony throughout the world today.

Knowing Your World

History can provide you with a better
understanding of where you live. You are
part of a culture that interacts with the
outside world. Even events that happen
in other parts of the world affect your
culture. History helps you to understand
how today’s events are shaped by the events
of the past. So knowing the past helps you
figure out what is happening now.

History is concerned with the entire
range of human activities. It is the record
of humanity’s combined efforts. So while
you are studying history, you can also
learn more about math, science, religion,
government, and many other topics.

Studying the past will also help you
develop mental skills. History encour-
ages you to ask important questions. It
forces you to analyze the facts you learn.
Such analysis teaches you how to recog-
nize which information is important and
which is extra. This skill helps you to find
the main facts when studying any topic.

History also promotes good decision-
making skills. A famous, often repeated
saying warns us that those who forget their
past are doomed to repeat it. This means

Primary Source

BOOK
History Makers

One way to study history is to study the “big names” of the
past, the people whose lives and actions shaped the times and
places in which they lived. In this passage from a collection

of essays, historian Barbara W. Tuchman explains why some
historians focus their attention on such people.

#4They are the captains and kings, saints and fanatics,
traitors, rogues and villains, pathfinders and explorers,
thinkers and creators, even, occasionally, heroes. They
are significant—if not necessarily admirable . . . they
matter. They are the actors, not the acted upon, and
are consequently that much more interesting. ??

—Barbara W. Tuchman, from Practicing History: Selected Essays

ANALYZING PRIMARY SOURCES

What words does the author use to make history
sound interesting?

that people who ignore the results of past
decisions often make the same mistakes
over and over again.

Individuals and countries both benefit
from the wisdom that history can teach.
Your own history may have taught you
that studying for a test results in better
grades. In a similar way, world history has
taught that providing young people with
education makes them more productive
when they become adults.

Historians have been talking about the Focus on
value of history for centuries. More than READING
2,000 years ago a great Greek historian Wisk doa the

word century
named Polybius wrote: mean?

“The purpose of history is not the reader’s
enjoyment at the moment of perusal [reading
it], but the reformation [improvement] of the
reader’s soul,to save him from stumbling at the
same stumbling block many times over. ”
~Polybius, from The Histories, Book XXXVIII

Im Summarizing What are

some benefits of studying history?
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10 CHAPTER 1

& Clues from the Past

This archaeologist is
examining ancient

pottery in Italy to
learn about the past.  *
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Using Clues

We must rely on a variety of sources to
learn history. For information on the very
first humans, we have fossil remains. A
fossil is a part or imprint of something that
was once alive. Bones and footprints pre-
served in rock are examples of fossils.

As human beings learned to make
things, by accident they also created more
sources of information for us. They made
what we call artifacts, objects created by
and used by humans. Artifacts include
coins, arrowheads, tools, toys, and pottery.
Archaeologists examine artifacts and the
places where the artifacts were found to
learn about the past.

Sources of Information

About 5,000 years ago, people invented
writing. They wrote laws, poems, speeches,
battle plans, letters, contracts, and many
other things. In these written sources, his-
torians have found countless clues about

-

 ',, :;A

ik
ol o

-

how people lived. In addition, people have
recorded their messages in many ways over
the centuries. Historians have studied writ-
ing carved into stone pillars, stamped onto
clay tablets, scribbled on turtle shells, typed
with typewriters, and sent by computer.

Historical sources are of two types.
A primary source is an account of an
event created by someone who took part
in or witnessed the event. Treaties, letters,
diaries, laws, court documents, and royal
commands are all primary sources. An
audio or video recording of an event is also
a primary source.

A secondary source is information
gathered by someone who did not take
part in or witness an event. Examples
include history textbooks, journal articles,
and encyclopedias. The textbook you are
reading right now is a secondary source.
The historians who wrote it did not take
part in the events described. Instead, they
gathered information about these events
from different sources.



Sources of Change

Writers of secondary sources don’t always
agree about the past. Historians form dif-
ferent opinions about the primary sources
they study. As a result, historians may not
interpret past events in the same way.

For example, one writer may say that a
king was a brilliant military leader. Another
may say that the king’s armies only won their
battles because they had better weapons than
their enemies did. Sometimes new evidence
leads to new conclusions. As historians
review and reanalyze information, their
interpretations can and do change.

Im Contrasting How are

primary and secondary sources different?

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW We benefit
from studying the past. Scholars use
many clues to help them understand past
events. In the next section you will learn
how geography connects to history.

Written records,
like this writing
from a tomb

in Egypt, are
valuable sources
of information
about the past.

Sometimes, archaeologists must
carefully reconstruct artifacts
from hundreds of broken pieces,
like they did with this statue of
an Aztec bat god from Mexico.

Section 1 Assessment

KEYWORD: SN6 HP1

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People

1. a. Identify What is history?
b. Explain What kinds of things do historians try to
discover about people who lived in the past?
c. Predict What kinds of evidence will historians of the
future study to learn about your culture?

2. a. Describe How does knowing its own history provide a
group with a sense of unity?
b. Elaborate Explain the meaning of the phrase, “Those
who forget their past are doomed to repeat it

3. a. Identify What is a primary source?
b. Explain How did the invention of writing affect the
sources on which historians rely?
c. Elaborate Could a photograph be considered a primary
source? Why or why not?

Critical Thinking

4. Categorizing Using your notes, identify
four types of clues to the past and give
at least two examples of each.

5. Understanding What Historians Do What is the
difference between a historian and an archaeologist?
Take notes about the work these people do.
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