Spain and Portugal

If YOU lived there...

You have just moved to southern Spain from a town in the far
north. You cannot help noticing that many of the buildings here
look different from those in your hometown. Many of the buildings
here have rounded arches over the doorways and tall towers in
front of them. In addition, some are decorated with ornate tiles.

Why do you think the buildings look different?

BUILDING BACKGROUND Throughout history, many different
groups have ruled parts of Spain and Portugal. Each group brought
elements of its own culture to the region. As a result, parts of the two
countries have cultures unlike those found anywhere else.

History

The countries of Spain and Portugal share the Iberian Peninsula,
or Iberia, the westernmost peninsula in Europe. Although the
two are different in many ways, they share a common history.

Across the centuries, several powerful empires controlled all
or part of the Iberian Peninsula. By 700 BC, the Phoenicians,
from the eastern Mediterranean, had colonized coastal areas of
what is now Spain. After the Phoenicians came the Greeks. A few
centuries later, all of Iberia became part of the Roman Empire.

After the Roman Empire fell apart, Iberia was invaded by the
Moors, a group of Muslims from
North Africa. For about 600 years,
much of the Iberian Peninsula was
under Muslim rule.

Moorish structures,
such as this tower
outside of Lisbon,
Portugal, can still be
seen all over Iberia.

SECTION %

What You Will Leam...

1. Over the centuries, Spain
and Portugal have been part
of many large and powerful
empires.

2. The cultures of Spain and
Portugal reflect their long
histories.

3. Having been both rich and
poor in the past, Spain and
Portugal today have growing

economies.
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The Big Idea

Spain and Portugal have rich
cultures, stable governments,

and growing economies.
. A

Key Terms and Places
Iberia, p. 415

parliamentary monarchy, p. 418
Madrid, p. 418

Barcelona, p. 418

Lisbon, p. 418

LU Draw a chart like the
ALl one shown here. As
you read this section, take notes
about Spain in the left column and
notes about Portugal in the right.
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Spain Portugal
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Goeography Skills

Place Spanish and Portuguese are the most common

~ languages of Spain and Portugal, but not the only ones.

1. Identify Which language is spoken in Barcelona?

2. Draw Conclusions Based on this map, which country
do you think has a more unified culture? Why?

By the end of the 1400s, however, the
Muslims were driven out of Iberia. The
rulers of the Christian kingdoms of Spain
and Portugal banded together to force
non-Christians to leave Iberia. Those who
refused to leave were made to convert or
face severe punishments.

Spain and Portugal went on to build
large empires that spanned the oceans.
Both countries ruled huge territories in the
Americas as well as smaller areas in Africa
and Asia. These territories made the two
kingdoms rich and powerful until most
of their colonies broke away and became
independent in the 1800s and 1900s.

LI EC® Summarizing What

empires have ruled Spain and Portugal?
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Many Basque speakers take part in rallies

‘ like this one in support of independence.
The banner in this photo reads “Basque

Nation Arise” in the Basque language.

Culture

In some ways, the cultures of Spain and
Portugal are like those of other southern
European countries. For example, the Span-
ish, Portuguese, Greeks, and Italians all
cook with many of the same ingredients.
The Catholic Church is very influential in
Italy as well as Spain and Portugal. In other
ways, Iberian cultures are unique.

Language

The most spoken languages in Iberia are,
of course, Spanish and Portuguese. Various
dialects of these languages are spoken in dif-
ferent parts of the peninsula. In addition,
other languages are also spoken by many
people in Iberia. The Catalan language of
eastern Spain is similar to Spanish. Gali-
cian, which is spoken in northwest Spain,
is more closely related to Portuguese.

In addition, the Basque (BASK) people
of the Pyrenees have their own language,
which is not related to either Spanish or
Portuguese. The Basques also have their
own customs and traditions, unlike those
of the rest of Spain. As a result, many
Basques have long wanted to form their

own independent country.




Religion

Most people in both Spain and Portugal are
Roman Catholic. People in both countries
celebrate Christian holidays like Christmas
and Easter. In addition, many towns hold
fiestas, or festivals, in honor of their patron
saints. At these festivals, people may gather
to dance or to watch a bullfight.

Music and Art

Music and art have been central to Iberian
culture for centuries. The Portuguese are
famous for sad folk songs called fados. The
Spanish are known for a style of song and
dance called flamenco.

Many elements of Iberia’s art and
architecture reflect its Muslim past. Many
buildings in the peninsula have elements
of Muslim design, such as round arches
and elaborate tilework.

LEZTITCEC® Comparing What is one

culture element that Spain and Portugal share?

Flamenco

instruments and by singers.

make a clicking noise.

Complex guitar rhythms, a heavy beat, and whirling
dancers—these are all part of the traditional Spanish art form
known as flamenco. The word flamenco refers both to a style
of music and a style of dance. The most important instrument
in the music is the guitar, which was itself a Spanish invention.
Most of the time, the guitar is accompanied by other musical

When most people think of flamenco, however, they
picture dancers. Flamenco dancers perform alone, in pairs,
or in large groups. They wear brightly colored costumes as
they perform complex steps. It is not unusual for dancers to
clap their hands or snap their fingers to the beat or to play
castanets as they dance. Castanets are small, hinged wooden
instruments. The dancers clap the castanets together to

Spain and Portugal Today

Like other countries in Western Europe,
Spain and Portugal have rather strong
economies. They do have some prob-
lems, however, problems that were largely
brought on by past events.

Challenge of the Past
Spain and Portugal were once Europe’s
richest countries. Their wealth came from
gold and silver found in their colonies.
When other countries in Europe began
to build industrial economies, Spain and
Portugal continued to rely on gold from
their colonies. As those colonies became
independent, that source of income was
lost. As a result, Spain and Portugal were
late in developing manufacturing.
Although Spain and Portugal are still
poorer than other countries in Western
Europe, they are growing rapidly. New
industries such as tourism are making this
new growth possible.

flamenco music and dancing?

Finding Main Ideas What are the major elements of

Focus oN

READING

As you read,
ask yourself this
question: Why
did Spain and
Portugal fall
behind other
countries
economically?
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In other ways, Spain has become a more
modern country. Agriculture was once
the major economic activity, but factories
now create automobiles and other high-
tech products. Cities such as Madrid—the
capital—and Barcelona are centers of
industry, tourism, and culture.

Portugal Today

Unlike Spain, Portugal is not a monarchy.
It is a republic with elected leaders. As in
Spain, the economy is based largely on
industries centered in large cities, especially
Lisbon. In many rural areas, though, people
depend on agriculture. Farmers there grow

Spanish culture blends old and new many crops but are most famous for grapes
ideas. Here, modern vehicles drive and cork. Farmers harvest cork from the

by historic buildings in Barcelona. bark of a particular type of oak tree. Once
it is dried, the cork is used to make bottle
stoppers and other products.
Spain Today

The people of Spain have kept many aspects ~ BAIUAUIZL® Contrasting How are Spain
of their history alive. For example, Spain is ~ and Portugal’s governments different?

still governed by a king, a descendant of

the kings who ruled the country long ago.

Unlike in the past, however, Spain today is SUMMARY AND PREVIEW You have just

a parliamentary monarchy, which means learned about the countries of Southern
that the king rules with the help of an Europe. Next, you will move north to
elected parliament. study West-Central Europe.

% N doam
Online Quiz

KEYWORD: SJ7 HP16

Section 4 Assessment

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and Places Critical Thinking

1. a. Recall What is Iberia? What two countries are 4. Categorizing Draw a Spain | Portugal
located there? diagram like the one | iure
b. Sequence What people have ruled Iberia, and here. Using your Economy
in what order did they rule it? notes, record infor-

2. a. Identify What is the most common religion in mation about the cultures and economies of Spain
Spain and Portugal? and Portugal.

b. Generalize How is Spain'’s history reflected in

its architecture? Focus oN WRITING

¢ Elaborate Why do you think many Basques 5. Writing about Spain and Portugal What details

want to become independent from Spain? . about Spain and Portugal will grab your readers’
3. a. Identify What are two crops grown in Portugal’ attention? Look back through your notes to choose
b. Analyze What is Spain’s government like? the topic for your article.
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