Greece

If YOU lived there...

You live in a small town on one of the many Greek islands. White
houses perch on steep streets leading down to the sea. Many
tourists come here by boat after visiting the busy capital city of
Athens. They tell you about the beautiful ancient buildings they
saw there. But your island has ancient statues and temple sites
too. Still, some of your friends talk about moving to the city.

What might make people move to the city?

BUILDING BACKGROUND In recent years, many people have
moved out of Greece’s small towns and villages into cities, especially
Athens. Now the capital of Greece, Athens is an ancient city. It was
home to one of Europe’s greatest civilizations, one whose influence
is still felt today all around the world.

History

Greece is a country steeped in history. Home to one of the world’s
oldest civilizations, it has been called the birthplace of Western
culture. Even today, remnants of ancient Greece can be found
all over the country, and ideas from ancient thinkers continue
to affect people’s lives today.

Ancient Greece

Theater. Philosophy. Democracy.
These are just a few of the ideas that
the modern world owes to ancient
Greece. The Greeks were pioneers in
many fields, and their contributions
still affect how we live and think.

In art, the Greeks created lifelike
paintings and statues that served as
examples for later artists to imitate.
In architecture, they built stately
temples of marble that continue to
inspire architects around the world.

An ancient Greek jar
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What You Will Leam...

1. Early in its history, Greece
was the home of a great
civilization, but it was later
ruled by foreign powers.

2. The Greek language, the
Orthodox Church, and varied
customs have helped shape
Greece's culture.

3. In Greece today, many people
are looking for new economic

opportunities.
A /
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The Big Idea

The home of one of the West-
ern world’s oldest civilizations,
Greece is trying to reclaim its
place as a leading country in

Europe.
\ J

Key Terms and Places
Orthodox Church, p. 407
Athens, p. 408

@ Draw a box like the one
= below. As you read,

list details about Greek history and
culture in the box.

Creece
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CONNECTING TO

Math

Proportion

The ancient Greeks were great admirers of mathematics. They
thought math could be used in many areas of their lives. For
example, they used it to design temples and other buildings.

Greek builders believed in a concept called the Golden
Mean. This concept said that the height of a building should
be a particular fraction of the building’s width. If the building
were too tall, they thought it would look flimsy. If it were too
wide, it would look squat and ugly. As a result, these builders
were very careful in planning their buildings. The Parthenon,
the temple pictured below, was built using the Golden Mean.
Many consider it to be the greatest of all Greek temples.

Generalizing How did mathematical ideas influence ancient
Greek architecture?

Focus on
READING

As you read,

ask yourself this
question: Who
conquered
Greece in the
300s BC?

They invented new forms of literature,
including history and drama, and made
advances in geometry and other branches
of math that we still study. In philosophy,
they created a system of reasoning that
is the foundation for modern science. In
government, they created democracy,
which inspired the government embraced
by most people around the world today.
No ancient civilization lasted forever,
though. In the 300s BC Greece became
a part of Alexander the Great’s empire,
which also included Egypt and much of
Southwest Asia. Under Alexander, Greek
culture spread throughout his empire.
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The Romans and the Turks
Alexander’s empire did not last very long.
When it broke up, Greece became part of
another empire, the Roman Empire. For
about 300 years, the Greeks lived under
Roman rule.

After about AD 400 the Roman Empire
was divided into two parts. Greece became
part of the Eastern, or Byzantine, Empire.
The rulers of the Byzantine Empire admired
Greek culture and encouraged people to
adopt the Greek language and customs.
They also encouraged people to adopt their
religion, Christianity.

Greece was part of the Byzantine
Empire for about 1,000 years. In the 1300s
and 1400s, however, Greece was taken over
by the Ottoman Turks from central Asia.
The Turks were Muslim, but they allowed
the people of Greece to remain Christian.
Some elements of Greek culture, though,
began to fade. For example, many people
began speaking Turkish instead of Greek.

Independent Greece

Many Greeks were not happy under Turk-
ish rule. They wanted to be free of foreign
influences. In the early 1800s, they rose up
against the Turks. The rebellion seemed
likely to fail, but the Greeks received help
from other European countries and drove
the Turks out. After the rebellion, Greece
became a monarchy.

Greece’s government has changed
many times since independence. The
country’s first kings took steps toward
restoring democracy, but for most of the
1900s the nation experienced instability.
A military dictatorship ruled from 1967 to
1974. More recently, democracy has once
again taken root in the country where it
was born nearly 2,500 years ago.

Im Sequencing What groups

have ruled Greece throughout history?



Culture

Over the course of its history, many factors
have combined to shape Greece’s culture.
These factors include the Greek language,
Christianity, and customs adopted from
the many groups who have ruled Greece.

Language and Religion

The people of Greece today speak a form
of the same language their ancestors spoke
long ago. In fact, Greek is one of the oldest
languages still spoken in Europe today. The
language has changed greatly over time,
but it was never lost.

Although the Greeks maintained their
language, their ancient religions have long
since disappeared. Today nearly everyone
in Greece belongs to the Orthodox Church,
a branch of Christianity that dates to the
Byzantine Empire. Religion is important to
the Greeks, and holidays such as Easter are
popular times for celebration.

Easter is one of the most sacred days of the year for Orthodox
Christians. All over Greece, people celebrate Easter with festi-

Customs
Greek customs reflect the country’s long
history and its physical geography. Greek
food, for example, is influenced both by
products native to Greece and by groups
who have ruled Greece over time.
Ingredients such as lamb, olives, and
vegetables are easily available in Greece
because they grow well there. As a result,
the Greeks use lots of these ingredients
in their cooking. Greek cuisine was later
enhanced with ideas borrowed from other
people. From the Turks, the Greeks learned
to cook with yogurt and honey, and from
the Italians they learned about pasta.
Greek meals are often eaten at family
gatherings. For centuries, family has been
central to Greek culture. Even as Greece is
becoming more modernized, the family
has remained the cornerstone of society.

| READING CHECK Summarizing What are two

dominant elements of Greek culture?

vals, feasts, and special rituals. The priests carry containers

- il - of holy water. Later, they will E]
ANALYZING VISUALS What evidence in this photo suggests sprinkle this holy water on
that Easter is a major celebration? crowds as part of a blessing.

Priests wear richly

decorated robes as
part of their Easter
celebration.

Many Easter ceremonies
S are led by an archbishop, a

high-ranking official in the

Orthodox Church.
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Many people in rural Greece raise sheep, e
goats, or other animals for a living.

Greece Today

When many people think of Greece now,
they think about the country’s history. In
fact, Greece’s past often overshadows its
present. Today, though, Greece is a largely
urbanized society with a rapidly growing
and diverse economy.

Urban and Rural Greece

About three-fifths of all people in Greece
today live in cities. Of these cities, Athens—
the nation’s capital—is by far the largest.
In fact, almost one-third of the country’s
entire population lives in or around the
city of Athens.
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Athens, Greece's capital and largest city, is a busy
economic and tourism center.

Athens is a huge city where old and
new mix. Modern skyscrapers rise high
above the ancient ruins of Greek temples.
Most of the country’s industry is centered
there. However, this industry has resulted
in air pollution, which damages the ancient
ruins and causes health problems.

Outside of the city, Greek life is very
different. People in rural areas still live
largely as people have lived for centuries.
Many live in isolated mountain villages,
where they grow crops and raise sheep and
goats. Village life often centers around the
village square. People meet there to discuss
local events and make decisions.




Greece’s Economy

Although Greece is experiencing rapid
economic growth, it still lags behind some
other European nations. This lag is largely Per Capita GDP of Greece
caused by a lack of resources. Greece has 25,000

few mineral resources, and only about one-

fifth of its land can be farmed. The rest of E RULLL

the land is too rugged. ?E/ 15,000
One industry in which Greece excels S

is shipping. Greece has one of the largest £ 10,000

shipping fleets in the world. Greek ships S

can be found in ports all around the world, & 5000

loaded with cargo from countries in Europe :

and other parts of the world. 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004
Another profitable industry in Greece Year

is tourism. Millions of people from around
the world visit every year. Some are drawn
to ancient ruins in Athens and other parts
of the country. Others prefer the sunny,
sandy beaches of Greece’s many islands.
The Greek government actively promotes

this tourism, and more people visit the _ _

Interpreting Graphs What was Greece's per capita GDP in 19947
What was it in 20047

go.hrw.com KEYWORD: SJ7 CH16

tourism, Greece’s GDP—the value of all its you learned about Greece, a country
goods and services—has risen steadily in with a long and varied history that still
recent years. shapes its culture and economy today.

In the next section you will learn about
Im Finding Main Ideas What Italy, another country in the region that
are the most important industries in Greece? has been shaped by history.

o N e
Online Quiz
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Section 2 Assessment

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and Places Critical Thinking
1. a. Identify What were two major achievements of 4. Categorizing Draw a table Greece
the ancient Greeks? like the one here. Use History | Culture | Today
b. Sequence What steps did the Greeks take to the table to organize your
gain their independence? notes into columns about
2. a. Define What is the Orthodox Church? Greece's history, its culture,
b. Generalize What is one way in which Greece's and Greece today.

history affects its culture today?

3. a. Describe What is life like in Athens today? Focus oN WRITING

b. Explain Why is manufacturing not a major 5. Introducing Greece If you choose Greece for the

industry in Greece? o ] site of your news report, what would be a good
c. Evaluate Would you rather live in Athens or in topic? The movement of people to the cities? An

rural Greece? Why? event at a historic site? Jot down your ideas.
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