What You Will Leamn...

1. The Russian Empire grew
under powerful leaders, but
unrest and war led to its end.

2. The Sowiet Union emerged
as 2 Communist suparpower
with ngid government control.

3. Russia’s history and diversity
have influenced its culture.
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Strict rule, unrest, and ethnic
diversity have shaped Russia’s

history and culture.
-

Key Terms and Places
Kiev, p. 4%

Cyrillic, p. @8

czar, p. 897

Bolsheviks, p. &7
gulags, p. &

{.1] Asyouread, usea
concapt web lika the
one here to take notes on Russia’s

history and culture.
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=21 History and

Culture of Russia

If YOU lived there...

It &5 1992, an exciting time in your home town of Moscow. At the
end of 1951 the Soviet Union fell apart Russia became indepen-
dent. You watched on TV as people pulled down the red Soviet
flag and knocked down statues of former leaders. Everyone s
talking about new freedoms and a new kind of government.

What new freedoms do you hope to have?

n

BUILDING BACKGROUND The fall of the Soviat Union was nat the
first time Russia had experienced change. For centunies Russia was
part of a great empire. Then in the early 1900s Communists over-
threw the empire. The Soviet Union was born. Today it too is gone.

The Russian Empire

Russia’s roots lie In the grassy, windswept plains of the steppe.
For thousands of years, people from Asla moved across the
steppe. These groups of people included the Slavs. As you read

In the last chapter, the Slavs settled in Eastern Europe, Including
what Is now Ukraine and western Russia.

Early History and Empire

The Slavs developed towns and began trading with people from
other areas. In the AD 800s, Viking traders from Scandinavia
Invaded the Slavs. These Vikings were called Rus (ROOS), and
the word Russia probably comes from their name. The Vikings
shaped the first Russian state among the Slavs. This Russian
state, called Kievan (KEE-e-fuhn) Rus, centered around the city
of Kiev. This city Is now the capital of Ukraine.

Over time, missionaries Introduced the Orthodox Christian
faith to Kiev. In addition, the missionaries Introduced a form
of the Greek alphabet called Cyrillic (suh-Ri-lik). The Russians
adopted this Cyrillic alphabet and still use it today.
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Location The colors in the map show the growth of the
Russtan Empire and of the Sowiat Union over tima.
1. Name What city is located in territory gained by 17257

In the 1200s, flerce Mongol Invaders
2 Imterpret Whean was the period of greatest expansion?

called Tatars (TAH-ters) swept out of Cen-
tral Asla and conquered Kiev. The Mongols
allowed Russian princes to rule over local
states. In time, Muscovy became the stron-
gest state. Its main city was Moscow.

After about 200 years Muscovy’s prince,
Ivan 1lI, seized control from the Mon-
gols. In the 1540s his grandson, Ivan 1V,
crowned himself czar (ZAHR), or emperor.
Czar Is Russian for “caesar.” As czar, Ivan [V
had total power. A cruel and savage ruler,
he became known as Ivan the Terrible.

War and Revolution

In 1914 Russia entered World War 1. The
country suffered huge losses In the war. In
addition, the Russian people experienced
severe shortages of food. When the czar
seemed to Ignore the people’s hardship,
they rose up against him. He was forced to
give up his throne in 1917.

In time, Muscovy developed Into the
country of Russla. Strong czars such as Peter
the Great (1682-1725) and Catherine the
Great (1762-1796) built Russia Into a huge
empire and a world power. This empire
included many conquered peoples.

In spite of its growth, Russia remained
largely a country of poor farmers, while the
czars and nobles had most of the wealth. In
the early 1900s Russians began demanding
improvements. The czar agreed to some
changes, but unrest continued to grow.

Later that year the Bolsheviks, a radical
Russian Communist group, seized power
In the Russian Revolution. They then killed

the czar and his family. In 1922 the Bol-
sheviks formed a new country, the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), or the
Soviet Union. It soon Included 15 repub-
lics, the strongest of which was Russia. The
first leader was Viadimir Lenin.

Sequencing What series of
events led to the creation of the Soviet Union?
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economy, what
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sbout command
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The Soviet Union

The Soviet Union, led by Lenin, became
a Communist country. In this political
system, the government owns all property
and controls all aspects of life. In 1924
Lenin died. Joseph Stalin took power,
ruling as a brutal and paranold dictator.

The Soviet Union under Stalin
Under Stalin, the Soviet Union set up a
command economy. In this system, the
government owns all businesses and farms
and makes all decisions. People were told
what to make and how much to charge.
Without competition, though, efficiency
and the quality of goods fell over time.
The Soviet Union strictly controlled its
people as well as Its economy. Stalin had
anyone who spoke out against the govern-
ment jailed, exiled, or killed. Millions of
people were sent to gulags, harsh Soviet
labor camps often located In Siberia.

Cold War and Collapse
During World War [I, the Soviet Union

fought with the Allies against Germany.
Millions of Soviet citizens died In the war.
Stalin's reaction to the war was to build a
buffer around the Soviet Union to protect
it from Invasion. To do so, he set up Com-
munist governments in Eastern Europe.
The United States opposed commu-
nism and saw Its spread as a threat to
democracy. This opposition led to the Cold
War, a period of tense rivalry between the
Soviet Union and the United States. The
two rival countries became superpowers as
they competed to have superior weapons.
In part because of the high costs of
weapons, the Soviet economy was near
collapse by the 1980s. Mikhaill Gorbachev
(GAWR-buh-<chawf), the Soviet leader, began
making changes. He reduced government
control and Introduced some democracy.
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Despite his actions, the Soviet republics
began pushing for independence. In 1991
the Soviet Union collapsed. It broke apart
into 15 Independent countries, including
Russia. The Soviet Union was no more.

Analyzing How did the Cold
War help lead to the Soviet Union's collapse?

Culture

In the Soviet Union, the government had
controlled culture just like everything else.
Today, however, Russian culture Is once
again alive and vibrant.

People and Religion

Russia Is big and diverse, with more than
140 million people. About 80 percent are
ethnic Russians, or Slavs, but Russia also
has many other ethnic groups. The larg-
est are the Tatars and Ukrainians. Russia’s
many ethnic groups are once again taking
great pride in thelir cultures.

Like ethnic culture, religious worship
has seen a revival. The Soviet government
opposed religion and dlosed many houses
of worship. Today many have reopened,
Including historic Russian cathedrals with
their onlon-shaped domes. The main faith
Is Russian Orthodox Christian. Other rell-
glons include Islam, Buddhism, and other
forms of Christianity.

Customs

Russian history has shaped its customs,
such as holidays. Religious holidays, like
Easter and Christmas, are popular. The
main family holiday is New Year's Eve. To
celebrate this holiday, families decorate a
tree where, according to Russian folklore,
Grandfather Frost and his helper the Snow
Maiden leave gifts. A newer holiday Is Rus-
slan Independence Day, which marks the
end of the Soviet Union on June 12.




Close-up
St. Basil’'s Cathedral

Colorful St Basil's Cathedral, In Moscow's Red Square, has
become a symbol of Russla. Czar van IV had the cathedral

bullt between 1555 and 1561 In honor of Russian milltary
victories. According to legend, Ivan had the architects bilinded
S0 they could never design amything eise as magnificent.

St. Basi's Gthadral
houses nine small,
separate chapekls

In 1588 a chapel was
200ad for the tomb of
St Basi the Blessad,
2 popular sant in
Russa. In time, hs
reme bacame linked
0 the @thadral

Besides onion domes, what other shapes
and pattemns are visible on the cathedral?

Steeply siopad towers,
Callad tertt roofs, and
onion-shaped domes
aasiy shed sow.

Onor-shapad domes,
based on Byzantine
designs, decorate many
early Russian churches
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Primary Source

Communist-era Poster

The Soviet Union used posters as propaganda. Propaganda is
information designed to promote a specific cause or idea by
influencing people’s thoughts and beliefs. For example,
Soviet posters often promoted the greatness and power of
the Soviet state, its leaders, and ther Communist policies.

INALYZ ING PRIMARY SOURCE ¢

How do you think the poster's images and message
influenced Soviet teens st the tame?

The Arts and Sciences

Russia has made great contributions in the
arts and sciences. In the performing arts,
Russia’s ballet companies are world famous
for their skill. In music, Peter Tchalkovsky
(chy-KAWF-skee) Is Russia’s most famous
composer. His many works Include The
Nutcracker ballet and the 1812 Overture.

In the material arts, Russia's Fabergé
eggs are priceless. Gifts for the czars, these
eggs are made of precious metals and cov-
ered with gems such asemeralds and rubles.

Each egg opens to reveal a tiny surprise.
In the sclences, Russia has contributed

to space research. In 1957 the Soviet Union
launched Sputnik, the first artificial satel-

lite In space. Russian sclentists now help
work on the International Space Station.

Generalizing How did the
end of the Soviet Union affect Russian culture?

Russia, from a great empire to a Com-
munist superpower to a new nation, has
shaped Its rich culture. Next, you will
read about life In Russia today.

[S-umum AND PREVIEW The history of
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Online Quiz

Section 2 Assessment A sl
Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and Places Critical Thinking
1. a. Define Who were the czars? 4. Sequencing Draw a chart like the one here. Use

b. Analyze What role did the aty of Kiev play in
Russian history?

your notes to list the order of the major events
leading up to the collapse of the Soviet Union.

c Elaborate What problems and events caused
the Russian Empire to decline?

2. a. identify Why are Viadimir Lenin and Joseph
Stalin significant in Russian history?

b. Evaluate Do you think life in the Soviet Union
was an improvement over life in the Russian

S ON WImNG

empire? Why, or why not? 5. Considering Russia’s History and Culture Look

3. a. Recall what is the main religion in Russia?
b. Summarize How has Russian culture changed
since the collapse of the Sowiet Union in 19912
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at the locations you listed for Section 1. For the
Russian locations, make notes about historical or
cultural details you could include in your ad.




