SECTION

What You Will Learn...

1. Persia became an empire
under Cyrus the Great.

2. The Persian Empire grew
stronger under Darius |.

3. The Persians fought Greece
twice in the Persian Wars.
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Over time the Persians came to
rule a great empire which even-
tually brought them into conflict
with the Greeks.
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Key Terms and People
Cyrus the Great, p. 261
cavalry, p. 262

Darius |, p. 262

Persian Wars, p. 263
Xerxes |, p. 264

% As you read, keep
s track of the major
events in the growth of the Persian
Empire and its conflict with the
Greeks. Use a chart like the one
below to take notes. Add a new

oval for each new event.

Persian revolt against
the Medes, 550 BC
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Greece and
Persia

If YOU were there...

You're a great military leader and the ruler of a great empire. You
control everything in the nations you've conquered. One of your
advisers urges you to force conquered people to give up their
customs. He thinks they should adopt your way of life. But another
adviser disagrees. Let them keep their own ways, she says, and
you'll earn their loyalty.

Whose advice do you take? Why?

BUILDING BACKGROUND Among the rulers who faced decisions
like the one described above were the rulers of the Persian Empire.
Created in 550 BC, the empire grew quickly. Within about 30 years,
the Persians had conquered many peoples, and Persian rulers had to
decide how these people would be treated.

Persia Becomes an Empire

While the Athenians were taking the first steps toward creating
a democracy, a new power was rising in the East. This power,
the Persian Empire, would one day attack Greece. But early in
their history, the Persians were an unorganized nomadic people.
It took the skills of leaders like Cyrus the Great and Darius I to
change that situation. Under these leaders, the Persians created
a huge empire, one of the mightiest of the ancient world.

Cyrus the Great

Early in their history, the Persians often fought other peoples of
Southwest Asia. Sometimes they lost. In fact, they lost a fight to
a people called the Medes (MEEDZ) and were ruled by them for
about 150 years. In 550 BC, however, Cyrus II (Sy-ruhs) led a
Persian revolt against the Medes. His revolt was successful. Cyrus
won independence for Persia and conquered the Medes. His
victory marked the beginning of the Persian Empire.
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GEOGRAPHY
SKILLS | INTERPRETING MAPS
1. Region Which Persian leader conquered
the most territory?

f
3

2. Movement The Royal Road connected {

which two Persian cities? %

As you can see on the map, Cyrus con-
quered much of Southwest Asia, including
nearly all of Asia Minor, during his rule.
Included in this region were several Greek
cities that Cyrus took over. He then marched
south to conquer Mesopotamia.

Cyrus also added land to the east. He
led his army into central Asia to the Jaxartes
River, which we now call the Syr Darya.
When he died around 529 BC, Cyrus
ruled the largest empire the world had
ever seen.

ARABIAN
PENINSULA
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BIOGRAPHY

Cyrus the Great
c. 585-c. 529 BC

One reason that Cyrus the Great was so
successful as emperor was the way he
treated conquered people. He didn’t
force people to adopt Persian customs,
and he didn’'t mistreat them. For example, Cyrus allowed the
conquered Babylonians to keep worshipping their own gods.
He also allowed the Jews who had been Babylonian slaves
to return to their homeland. Because of these acts, both the
Babylonians and the Jews had great respect for Cyrus.
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Cyrus let the people he conquered keep
their own customs. He hoped this would
make them less likely to rebel. He was
right. Few people rebelled against Cyrus,
and his empire remained strong. Because
of his great successes, historians call him
Cyrus the Great.

The Persian Army

Cyrus was successful in his conquests
because his army was strong. It was strong
because it was well organized and loyal.
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ACADEMIC

VOCABULARY

strategy
a plan for fighting
a battle or war

At the heart of the Persian army were
the Immortals, 10,000 soldiers chosen
for their bravery and skill. In addition to
the Immortals, the army had a powerful
cavalry. A cavalry is a unit of soldiers who
ride horses. Cyrus used his cavalry to charge
the enemy and shoot at them with arrows.
This strategy weakened the enemy before
the Immortals attacked. Working together,
the cavalry and the Immortals could defeat
almost any foe.

m Finding Main Ideas

Who created the Persian Empire?

The Persian Empire
Grows Stronger

Cyrus’s son Cambyses continued to expand
the Persian Empire after Cyrus died. For
example, he conquered Egypt and added
it to the empire. Soon afterward, though,
a rebellion broke out in Persia. During this
rebellion, Cambyses died. His death left
Persia without a clear leader.
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Sitting on a throne, the emperor Darius
meets with an officer of his empire. Darius
restored order to the Persian Empire and
then expanded it. His army included royal
guards like the two shown here.

Why do you think Darius appears larger
than the official he is meeting with?

Within four years a young prince named
Darius | (da-Ry-uhs) claimed the throne
and killed all his rivals for power. Once he
was securely in control, Darius worked to
restore order in Persia. He also improved
Persian society and expanded the empire.

Political Organization

Darius organized the empire by dividing
it into 20 provinces. Then he chose gov-
ernors called satraps (SAy-traps) to rule the
provinces for him. The satraps collected
taxes for Darius, served as judges, and put
down rebellions within their territories.
Satraps had great power within their prov-
inces, but Darius remained the empire’s
real ruler. His officials visited each prov-
ince to make sure the satraps were loyal to
Darius. He called himself king of kings to
remind other rulers of his power.

Persian Society

After Darius restored order to the empire,
he made many improvements to Persian
society. For example, he built many roads.




Darius had roads built to connect various
parts of the empire. Messengers used these
roads to travel quickly throughout Persia.
One road, called the Royal Road, was more
than 1,700 miles long. Even Persia’s ene-
mies admired these roads and the Persian
messenger system. For example, one Greek
historian wrote:

“ Nothing mortal travels so fast as these
Persian messengers . . . these men will not be
hindered from accomplishing at their best
speed the distance which they have to go,
either by snow, or rain, or heat, or by the
darkness of night. ”

—Herodotus, from History of the Persian Wars

Darius also built a new capital for the
empire. It was called Persepolis. Darius
wanted his capital to reflect the glory of his
empire, so he filled the city with beautiful
works of art. For example, 3,000 carvings
like the ones on the previous page line the
city’s walls. Statues throughout the city glit-
tered with gold, silver, and precious jewels.

During Darius’s rule a new religion
arose in the Persian Empire as well. This
religion, which was called Zoroastrianism
(zawr-uh-was-tree-uh-nih-zuhm), taught
that there were two forces fighting for con-
trol of the universe. One force was good,
and the other was evil. Its priests urged
people to help the side of good in its strug-
gle. This religion remained popular in Per-
sia for many centuries.

Persian Expansion

Like Cyrus, Darius wanted the Persian
Empire to grow. In the east, he conquered
the entire Indus Valley. He also tried to
expand the empire westward into Europe.
However, before Darius could move very
far into Europe, he had to deal with a revolt
in the empire.

Summarizing How did

Darius | change Persia’s political organization?

The Persians Fight Greece

In 499 BC several Greek cities in Asia Minor
rebelled against Persian rule. To help their
fellow Greeks, a few city-states in main-
land Greece sent soldiers to join the fight
against the Persians.

The Persians put down the revolt, but
Darius was still angry with the Greeks.
Although the cities that had rebelled were
in Asia, Darius was enraged that other
Greeks had given them aid. He swore to
get revenge on the Greeks.

The Battle of Marathon

Nine years after the Greek cities rebelled,
Darius invaded Greece. He and his army
sailed to the plains of Marathon near
Athens. This invasion began a series of wars
between Persia and Greece that historians
call the Persian Wars.

The Athenian army had only about
11,000 soldiers, while the Persians had
about 15,000. However, the
Greekswon thebattle because
they had better weapons
and clever leaders.

The Persian Wars

This Greek vase shows
a Persian soldier (at
left) and a Greek
soldier in a fight to
the death. During

the Persian Wars,

the Greeks fiercely
defended their
homeland against
massive invasions
by the Persians.

With what kinds of
weapons are the two
soldiers fighting?
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1. Location Where in Greece were most of the allies
against the Persians located?
2. Movement About how far did Xerxes's army have

to march to reach Thermoplyae?

THE IMPACT

TODAY
Athletes today re-
create the Greek
messenger’s run

in 26-mile races
called marathons.

According to legend, a messenger ran |
from Marathon to Athens—a distance of
just over 26 miles—to bring news of the
great victory. After crying out “Rejoice! We
conquer!” the exhausted runner fell to the

ground and died.

The Second Invasion of Greece

Ten years after the Battle of Marathon,
Darius’s son Xerxes | (ZUHRK-seez) tried to
conquer Greece again. In 480 BC the Per-
sian army set out for Greece. This time they
were joined by the Persian navy.

The Greeks prepared to defend their
homeland. This time Sparta, a powerful city-
state in southern Greece, joined with Ath-
ens. The Spartans had the strongest army
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in Greece, so they went to fight the Persian
army. Meanwhile, the Athenians sent their
powerful navy to attack the Persian navy.

To slow the Persian army, the Spartans
sent about 1,400 soldiers to Thermopylae
(thuhr-MAH-puh-lee), a narrow mountain
pass. The Persians had to cross through this
pass to attack Greek cities. For three days,
the small Greek force held off the Persian
army. Then the Persians asked a traitorous
Greek soldier to lead them through anoth-
er pass. A large Persian force attacked the
Spartans from behind. Surrounded, the
brave Spartans and their allies fought to
their deaths. After winning the battle, the
Persians swept into Athens, attacking and
burning the city.
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Dlataean: : For the Persians, this defeat was humil-
iating, but it was not a major blow. Their
empire remained strong for more than
a century after the war. For the Greeks,
Fomian though, the defeat of the Persians was a

triumph. They had saved their homeland.

LEEIEET® Analyzing Why did Darius

and Xerxes want to conquer Greece?

Bay of
Marathon

AN

Marathon

At Marathon, the Greeks defeated a larger Persian

force by luring the Persians into the middle of

their forces. The Athenians then surrounded and SUMMARY AND PREVIEW Athens and

defeated the Persi . .
- ans. Sparta fought together against Persia.

: Bay of Eleusis Their friendship didn’t last long, though.
E- . In the next section, you will learn what
happened when they became enemies.

g Persians
Salamis
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Online Quiz
KEYWORD: SN6 HP9

Section 1 Assessment

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People

1. a. Describe Describe the empire of Cyrus the Great.
b. Make Generalizations Why did peoples conquered by
Cyrus the Great seldom rebel?
2. a. Identify How did Darius I change Persia’s political
organization?
b. Make Generalizations How did Persia’s roads help
improve the empire’s organization?
. 3. a. Explain Why did Persia want to invade Greece?
Although the Persians won the battle b. Predict How might the Persian Wars have ended if the
in the pass, the Greeks quickly regained Spartans had not slowed the Persians at Thermopylae?
the upper hand. A few days after Athens Critical Thinking

was burned, the Athenians defeated the 4. Categorizing Review your notes on major events. Using a
Persian navy thrqugh a Cléver plan. They chartglike theg one belozlv, list the battles )]'ou have identif?ed
led the larger Persian navy into the narrow in the first column. In the other columns identify who fought,
straits of Salamis (SAH-luh-mubhs). The Per- who won, and what happened as a result of each battle.
sians had so many ships that they couldn’t
steer well in the narrow strait. As a result,
the smaller Athenian boats easily sank
many Persian ships. Those ships that were

not destroyed soon returned home.

Soon after the Battle of Salamis, an - - .
. 5. Taking Notes on Persian Leaders Draw a table with
army of soldiers from all over Greece beat . .
three columns. In the first column, write the names of

Saronic Gulf

Salamis

\)\,N At Salamis, the Greeks destroyed the Persian navy
by attacking in a narrow strait where the Persian
ships could not maneuver well.

Battle Armies Winner Result

the Persians at Plataea_ (pluh-TEE-uh). This each leader mentioned in this section. In the second
battle ended the Persian Wars. Defeated, column, list each person’s military accomplishments.
the Persians left Greece. In the third column, list any other accomplishments.

THE GREEK WORLD 265



