SECTION 3

What You Will Leamn...

1. The histories and cultures of
mland Eastern Europe vary
from country to country.

2. Most of inland Eastern Europe
today has stable govern-
ments, strong economies, and
nfluential cites.
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The countries of inland Eastem
Europe have varned histories
and cultures but face many of

the same issues today.

Key Terms and Places

Prague, p. 477
Kiev, p. 477

read this section, ist and take notes
about one of the countries of intand
Eastern Europe in each oval
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Inland Eastern

Europe

If YOU lived there...

You are a tourist visiting Budapest, the capital of Hungary. Early
one morming you stand on a bridge over the glittering water of the
Danube River. You read in your guidebook that the wo banks of
the river were once separate cities. On the bank to your right, you
see huge castles and churches standing on a tall hill To your keftis
the Parliament building, obviously a much newer buiding.

What might have brought the cities together?

-
BUILDING BACKGROUND The city of Budapest, like many of the
cities of inland Eastern Europe, has a long, colorful history. Vanous
parts of the city reflect wildly different eras in its past. Medieval
churches, for example, stand near huge impenial fortresses and
Sowiet-built warehouses, all relics of the region’s history.

History and Culture

Located on the Northern European and Hungarian plains,
Inland Eastern Europe consists of six countries. They are the

Czech ((HEK) Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Ukraine, Belarus, and
Moldova. Throughout history, many different peoples ruled
these countries. Each ruling group Influenced the culture and
customs of the area.

Czech Republic and Slovakia
The area that now Includes the Czech Republic and Slovakia was
once home to many small kingdoms. People called the Slavs
founded these kingdoms. The Slavs were people from Asia who
moved Into Europe by AD 1000. Eventually, strong neighbors
such as Austria conquered the Slavic kingdoms.

After World War |, the victorious Allies took land away from
Austria to form a new nation, Czechoslovakia. About fifty years
later, in 1993, it split into the Czech Republic and Slovakia.




Because of their location, these two
countries have long had ties with Western
Europe. As a result, Western Influences are
common. For example, many people In
the two countries are Roman Catholic. The
architecture of cities like Prague (PRAHG),
the capital of the Czech Republic, also
reflects Western Influences.

Hungary

In the 900s, a group of flerce Invaders
called the Magyars swept Into what Is now
Hungary. Although they were conquered
by the Austrians, the Magyars continued to
shape Hungarian culture. The Hungarian
language Is based on the language spoken
by the Magyars. In fact, people in Hungary
today still refer to themselves as Magyars.

Ukraine, Belarus, and Moldova

The Slavs also settled Ukraine, Belarus, and
Moldova. Later other groups, including
the Vikings of Scandinavia, Invaded and
conquered the Slavs.

A group called the Rus (RUHS) bullt a
settlement in what is now Kiev, Ukraine,
in the 800s. The rulers of Kiev eventually
created a huge empire.

In the late 1700s, that empire became
part of Russia. When the Soviet Union was
formed In 1922, Ukraine and Belarus were
made Soviet republics. Moldova became
a republic two years later. They did not
become Independent until the breakup of
the Soviet Union In 1991.

The long history of Russian influence
in the region Is reflected In the countries’
cultures. For example, most people in these
countries are Orthodox Christians, like the
people of Russia. In addition, Ukrainian
and Belarusian languages are written in the
Cyrillic, or Russian, alphabet.

Analyzing Which groups
have influenced the history of the region?

The Kievan Empire
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Inland Eastern Europe Today
All of the countriesof inland Eastern Europe
were elther part of the Soviet Union or run
by Soviet-influenced governments. Since
the end of Soviet domination, the people
of inland Eastern Europe have largely over-
come the problems created by the Soviets.
Still, a few Issues remain for the reglon's
governments and economies.

Government
During the Soviet era, the countries of
Inland Eastern Europe had Communist
governments. Under the Communists,
people had few freedoms. In addition, the
Soviets were poor economic planners, and
their policies caused many hardships.
Since the collapse of the Soviet Union,
the governments of inland Eastern Europe
have changed. Hungary, Slovakia, the
Czech Republic, Ukraine, and Moldova are
now republics In which the people elect
their leaders. Belarus also claims to be a
republic, but it is really a dictatorship.
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The countries of inland Eastern Europe
belong to several International alllances.
One such alllance, the Commonwealth of
Independent States, or CIS, meets to dis-
cuss Issues such as trade and Immigration
that affect former Soviet republics. The CIS
Is based In Minsk, the capital of Belarus.
Ukraine and Moldova are also members, as
are many countries In Asla.

The Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary,
Romania, and Bulgaria are not part of the
CIS. They have sought closer ties to the
West than to the former Soviet Unilon. As
a result, all five belong to the EU.

Economy
Economic development has been a major

challenge for these countries since the
collapse of the Soviet Union. The Czech

Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, and Ukraine
have been most successful. All four are
thriving Industrial centers. Ukraine, with

rich, productive farmlands, grows grains,
potatoes, and sugar beets.




Cities

Life In inland Eastern Europe Is centered
around cities, especially national capitals.
In each country, the capital Is both a key
economic center and a cultural one.

Three cities In the reglon are especially
important—Prague, Kiev, and Budapest,
the capital of Hungary. They are the most
prosperous cities In the region and home
to influential leaders and universities. In

addition, the cities are popular tourist
destinations. People from all over the

world visit Eastern Europe to see these
clities” architectural and cultural sites.

Generalizing What are the
countries of inland Eastern Europe like today?

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW Inland Eastern
Europe has been successful in facing the
challenges left by Soviet Influence. Next,
you will learn about a region that has
faced more challenges, the Balkans.
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Section 3 Assessment

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and Places

1. a. Recall In what country s Prague located?
b. Sequence List the groups that ruled Kiev and the
surrounding area in chronological order.
c Elaborate How has Hungary's history helped set it
apart from other countries in inland Eastern Europe?
2. a. Identify What is the Commonwealth of iIndependent
States? Which countries in this region are members?
b. Draw Condlusions How have the economies of the
region changed since the collapse of the Soviet Union?
c Develop Why do you think life is largely centered
around cities in inland Eastern Europe?

Critical Thinking

3. Generalizing Draw QQ
a diagram like the Todsy
one shown here. In

the left oval, describe the government and economy of
inland Eastem Europe under the Soviet Union. In the right
oval, describe them since the Sowiet Union's collapse.

4. Picturing Inland Eastern Europe Which country sounds
mast interesting to you? Write down some details about it.
Make a list of pictures you could use on your poster.
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