SECTION

What You Will Leam. ..

1. Central Africa’s major
physical features nclude the
Congo Basin and plataaus
sumounding the basin.

2 Central Africa has a humid
tropical climate and dense
forest vegetation.

3 Central Africa’s resources
nclude forest products and
valable minerds such as

diamonds and copper.
- .
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Thea Congo River, tropical for-
ests, and mineral resources are
important features of Central

Afnica’s physical geography
\

o

Koy Terms and Places
Congo Basin, p. 414

basin, p. 414

Congo River, p.415
Zambea River, p 415
periodic market, p. 417
copper belt, p. 417

% As youread, use a

- chartlike the one here
to note characteristics of Central
Africa’s physical geography.

Fhyscal fcetures
dimeta and
vegutsion

Rescures
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Physical

Geography

If YOU lived there...

You are on a nature hike with a guide through the forests of the
Congo Basin. It has been saveral hours since you have seen any
other people. Sometimes your guide has to aut a path through
the thick vegetation, but mostly you try not to disturb any plants or
animals. Suddenly, you reach a clearing and see a group of men
working hard to load huge tree trunks onto big trucks.

How do you feel about what you see?

"

BUILDING BACKGROUND Much of Central Africa, particularly in
the Congo Basin, is covered with thick, tropicalforests, The forests
provide valuable resources, but people have different ideas about
how the forests should be usad. Forests are just one of the many
types of landscapes n Central Africa.
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Physical Features

Central Africa is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean in the west. In
the east, it Is bordered by a huge valley called the Western Rift

Valley. The land in between has some of the highest mountains
and biggest rivers In Africa.

Landforms
You can think of the region as a big soup bowl with a wide rtm.
Near the middle of the bowl is the Congo Basin. In geography, a
basin is a generally flat region surrounded by higher land such
as mountains and plateaus.

Plateaus and low hills surround the Congo Basin. The
highest mountains in Central Africa lie farther away from the

basin, along the Western Rift Valley. Some of these snowcapped
mountains rse to more than 16,700 feet (5,090 m). Two lakes

also lie along the rift—Lake Nyasa and Lake Tanganyika (tan-
guhn-YEE-kuh). Lake Nyasa is also called Lake Malawl.



Rivers

The huge Congo River Is fed by hundreds
of smaller rivers. They drain the swampy
Congo Basin and flow into the river as it
runs toward the Atlantic. Many rapids and
waterfalls lie along its route, especially near
its mouth. These obstacles make it iImpos-
sible for ships to travel from the interior of
Central Africa all the way to the Atlantic.
The Congo provides an important trans-
portation route in the interior, however.
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In the southern part of the region, the
Zambezi (zam-BEE-zee) River flows eastward

toward the Indian Ocean. Many rvers In
Angola and Zambia, as well as water from
Lake Nyasa, flow into the Zambezl. The
Zambezi also has many waterfalls along its
route, the most famous of which are the
spectacular Victoria Falls.

Finding Main ldeas Where

is the highest land in Central Africa?
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o Local pecple call Mictoria Falls
Mosi-oa-Tunya, which means
“the smoke that thunders” The
Zambezi River plunges 355 feet
(108 m) over a diff between
Zambia and Zimbabwe.

L |IIJ\
loolm Central Africa has two

N -;«'—;/,- major fAiver systems.
9 1. ldeatify What niver flows

L through the Congo Basin?
‘(Ls 2 Analyze How do you thik
gz o urrm Central Africa’s rivers have
Pako A ‘.’ affected country borders?
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g g (above), which are endangered,

Naticnal parks in Central Africa
protect the habitat of gorilas

» and okapis (befow)
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Human-Environment Interaction People have created national parks

n Central Africa to try to protect the region’s landscapes and animals.

1. Use the Map What Central African countries have nationd parks
in coastal areas?

2. Explain Why do people want to protect naturd ervironments?

Climate, Vegetation, and
Animals

Central Africa lles along the equator and
in the low latitudes. Therefore, the Congo
Basin and much of the Atlantic coast have
a humid tropical dimate. These areas have
warm temperatures all year and receive a

lot of rainfall
This climate supports a large, dense

tropical forest. The many kinds of tall trees
in the forest form a complete canopy. The
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canopy Is the uppermost layer of the trees
where the limbs spread out. Canopy leaves
block sunlight to the ground below.

Such animals as gorillas, elephants,
wild boars, and okapis live In the forest.
The okapti 1Is a short-necked relattve of the
giraffe. Howewer, since little sunlight shines
through the canopy, only a few animals
live on the forest floor. Some animals, such
as birds, monkeys, bats, and snakes, livein
the trees. Many Insects also live in Central
Africa’s forest.




The animals in Central Africa’s tropical
forests, as well as the forests themselves, are
in danger. Large areas of forest are being

deared rapidly for farming and logging.
Also, people hunt the large antmals in the

forests to get food. To promote protection
of forests and other natural environments,
governments have set up national park
areas in thetr countries.

North and south of the Congo Basin
are large areas with a tropical savanna cli-
mate. Those areas are warm all year, but
they have distinct dry and wet seasons.
There are grasslands, scattered trees, and
shrubs. The high mountains in the east

have a highland climate. Dry steppe and
even desert dimates are found in the far

southemn part of the region.

Summarizing What are the
climate and vegetation like in the Congo Basin?

Resources

The tropical environment of Central Africa
is good for growing crops. Most people In
the region are subsistence farmers. How-
ever, many farmers are now beginning to
grow crops for sale. Common crops are
coffee, bananas, and corn. In rural areas,
people trade agricultural and other prod-
ucts in perlodic markets. A periodic market
is an open-alr trading market that s set up
once or twice a week.

Central Africa Is rich in other natural
resources as well. The large tropical forest
provides timber, while the rivers provide
a way to travel and to trade. Dams on
the rvers produce hydroelectricity, an
important energy resource. Other energy
resources In the region include oil, natural
gas, and coal.

Central Africa also has many valuable
minerals, including copper, uranium, tin,
zinc, diamonds, gold, and cobalt. Of these,
copper Is the most important. Most of

Africa’s copper Is found In an area called
the copper belt. The copper belt stretches
through northern Zambila and southemn
Democratic Republic of the Congo. How-
ever, poor transportation systems and
political problems have kept the reglon’s
resources from being fully developed.

Analyzing Why are Central

Africa’s rivers an important natural resource?

SUMMARY AND PREVEW Mighty rivers,
the tropical forest of the Congo Basin,
and mineral resources characterize the

physical geography of Central Africa.
These landscapes have Influenced the

region’s history. Next, you will read about
Central Africa’s history and culture.
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Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and Places

1. a. Describe What is the Congo Basin?

b. Elaborate How do you think the Conge River's rapids
and waterfalks affect the economy of the region?
2. a. Recall what part of Central Africa has a highland

dimate?

b. Explain Why have governments in the region set up

national parks?

. Evaluate Is it more important to use the forest’s
resources or to protect the natural ervironment? why?

3. a. Define What s a periodic market?

b. Elaborate What kinds of political problems might keep
mineral resources from being fully developed?

Critical Thinking

4. Contrasting Use your notes and a graphic organizer

like this one to list differences
between the Congo Basin and
the areas surrounding it in
Central Africa.

FOCUS ON WRITING

9@,

Congo Bash

Surcunding
Arses

5. Describing Physical Geography What topics in this sec-
tion might work well in your acrostic? Jot down notes on
one or two topics you could feature in your poem.
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