Independence!

If YOU were there...

You have grown up on a farm in South Carolina. You know every
inch of the woods and marshes around your home. You are too
young to join the Continental Army, but you have heard stories
about a brave group of soldiers who carry out quick raids on the
British, then disappear into the woods. These fighters get no pay
and live in constant danger.

Would you consider joining
the fighters? Why?

BUILDING BACKGROUND As the war moved to the South,
American forces encountered new problems. They suffered several
major defeats. But American resistance in the southern colonies was

strong. Backwoods fighters confused and frustrated the British army.
[ a

War in the South

The war across the ocean was not going the way the British govern-
ment in London had planned. The northern colonies, with their
ragged, scrappy fighters, proved to be tough to tame. So the British
switched strategies and set their sights on the South.

The British hoped to find support from the large Loyalist pop-
ulations living in Georgia, the Carolinas, and Virginia. As they
moved across the South, the British also planned to free enslaved
Africans and enlist them as British soldiers. Under the leadership
of a new commander, General Henry Clinton, the strategy paid
off—for a while.

Brutal Fighting

The southern war was particularly brutal. Much more than in the
North, this phase of the war pitted Americans—Patriots versus
Loyalists—against one another in direct combat. The British also
destroyed crops, farm animals, and other property as they marched
through the South. One British officer, Banastre Tarleton, sowed
fear throughout the South by refusing to take prisoners and killing
soldiers who tried to surrender.

SECTION B

What You Will Learn...

1. Patriot forces faced many
problems in the war in the
South.

2. The American Patriots finally
defeated the British at the
Battle of Yorktown.

3. The British and the Ameri-
cans officially ended the war
by signing the Treaty of Paris
of 1783.
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The Big Idea

The war spread to the southern
colonies, where the British were

finally defeated.
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Key Terms and People
Francis Marion, p. 136

Comte de Rochambeau, p. 137
Battle of Yorktown, p. 137
Treaty of Paris of 1783, p. 139

% As you read, take
2 notes on the major
events that led to the British de-

feat. Write your notes in a graphic
organizer like the one below.

1.
2. British
3z Defeat




Georgia, the last colony to join the Revo- by the devas-
lution, was the first to fall to the British. A  tation. He later
force of 3,500 Redcoats easily took Savannah ~ wrote, “I have never
in 1778 and soon put in place a new colonial ~ witnessed such scenes.”
government. .

Britain’s next major target was Charleston, Guerrilla Warfare
South Carolina. In early 1780 General Clin-  The southern Patriots switched
ton landed a force of 14,000 troops around ~ to swift hit-and-run attacks known
the port city. With a minimal cost of about  as guerrilla warfare. No Patriot was bet-
250 casualties, the British scored one of their ~ ter at this style of fighting than Francis
biggest victories of the war. The Patriots sur- ~ Marion. He organized Marion’s Brigade, a
rendered Charleston in May, handing over ~ group of guerrilla soldiers.

four ships and some 5,400 prisoners. Marion'’s Brigade used surprise attacks to
disrupt British communication and supply
A Failed Attack lines. Despite their great efforts, the British

In August 1780, Patriot forces led by Horatio ~ could not catch Marion and his men. One
Gates tried to drive the British out of Cam-  frustrated general claimed, “As for this.. . . old
den, South Carolina. The attack was poorly ~ fox, the devil himself could not catch him.”
executed, however. Gates had only half as  From that point on, Marion was known as
many soldiers as he had planned for, and  the Swamp Fox.
most were tired and hungry. In the heat of
battle, many panicked and ran. The Patriot LETITECET® Sequencing List the events of
attack quickly fell apart. Of some 4,000 thewarinthe Southin chronological order.
American troops, only about 700 escaped.

General Nathanael Greene arrived to

reorganize the army. As he rode through the Battle of Yorktown

southern countryside, he was discouraged [ early 1781 the war was going badly for
the Patriots. They were low on money to pay
soldiers and buy supplies. The help of their
foreign allies had not brought the war to a
swamp Fox quick end as they had hoped. The British

Francis Marion leads his soldiers down a river in South held most of the South, plus Philadelphia
Carolina. Marion built a hideout on one of the river’s islands. and New York City. The Patriots’ morale took

From there, he would lead lightning-fast raids against British )
communication and supply lines. another blow when Benedict Arnold, one of

America’s most gifted officers, turned traitor.

Regrouped under Nathanael Greene, the
Continental Army began harassing British
general Charles Cornwallis in the Carolinas.
Hoping to stay in communication with the
British naval fleet, Cornwallis moved his
force of 7,200 men to Yorktown, Virginia. It
was a fatal mistake.

General Washington, in New York, saw
a chance to trap Cornwallis at Yorktown. He
ordered Lafayette to block Cornwallis’s escape
by land. Then he combined his 2,500 troops

Which figure do you think is Francis Marion? Why?




The British scuttled, or pur-
posely sank, dozens of their
ships. This formed a barrier
that kept the French ships

from coming too close.

History Close-up
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: t ‘S:r: >

* American troop positions

i French troop positions

‘ British troop positions
== British defensive lines
0 05 1 Mile

0 05  1Kilometer

In October 1781,
American and French
troops surrounded British
forces and defeated them in
the Battle of Yorktown.

with 4,000 French troops commanded by the
Comte de Rochambeau (raw-shahn-BOH).
Washington led the French-American force
on a swift march to Virginia to cut off the
other escape routes. The Patriots surrounded
Cornwallis with some 16,000 soldiers. Mean-
while, a French naval fleet seized control of
the Chesapeake Bay, preventing British ships
from rescuing Cornwallis’s stranded army.
The siege began. For weeks, the fight-
ing steadily wore down the British defenses.
In early October, Washington prepared for a
major attack on the weakened British troops.

SKILLS | ANALYZING VISUALS

Human-Environment Interaction How did American
and French forces trap the British at Yorktown?

Facing near-certain defeat, on October 19,
1781, Cornwallis sent a drummer and a soldier
with a white flag of surrender to Washington’s
camp. The Patriots took some 8,000 British
prisoners—the largest British army in America.

The Battle of Yorktown was the last
major battle of the American Revolution.
Prime Minister Lord North received word
of the Yorktown surrender in November. In
shock he declared, “It is all over!”

Drawing Conclusions Why

did the victory at Yorktown end the fighting?



Primary Source

PAMPHLET
Sentiments of an

American Woman

The Continental Army received aid from female Pa-
triots led by Esther DeBerdt Reed and Sarah Franklin
Bache, the daughter of Benjamin Franklin. In 1780 these
women organized a campaign that raised $300,000 for
soldiers’ clothing. The following pamphlet, written by the
campaign’s leaders, announced the campaign. In it, the
authors used images of women helping with war efforts
of the pastto gain support for their cause.

440n the commencement of actual war, the Women of
America manifested a firm resolution to contribute . . .
to the deliverance of their country. Animated by the
purest patriotism they are sensible of sorrow at this day,
in not offering more than barren wishes for the suc-
cess of so glorious a Revolution. They aspire to render
themselves more really useful; and this sentiment is
universal from the north to the south of the Thirteen
United States. Our ambition is kindled by the fame of
those heroines of antiquity, who . . . have proved to the
universe, that . . . if opinion and manners did not forbid
us to march to glory by the same paths as the Men, we
should at least equal, and sometimes surpass them in
our love for the public good. | glory in all that which |
my sex has done great and commendable. | call to
mind with enthusiasm and with admiration, all those
acts of courage, of constancy and patriotism, which
history has transmitted to us . . .??

44 S0 many famous sieges where the Women have
been seen . . . building new walls, digging trenches
with their feeble hands, furnishing arms to their de-
fenders, they themselves darting the missile weapons
of the enemy, resigning the ornaments of their apparel,
and their fortune, to fill the public treasury, and to
hasten the deliverance of their country; burying them-
selves under its ruins; throwing themselves into the
flames rather than submit to the disgrace of humiliation
before a proud enemy.”?

£4Born for liberty, disdaining to bear the ironsof a
tyrannic Government, we associate ourselves . . . [with
those rulers] who have extended the empire of liberty,
and contented to reign by sweetness and justice, have
broken the chains of slavery, forged by tyrants.??

™~

A female spy passes news to a colonial officer.

1. commencement: start 2 manifested: presented
3.render: make 4. antiquity: ancient times

5. commendable: praiseworthy 6. disdaining: refusing
7 tyrannic: unjust 8. contented: determined

- The women declare that they would
fight if they were allowed.

- The authors list ways in which
women have helped fight wars in
the past.

~ In this phrase, the women
link themselves to great

women rulers of the past.

ANALYSIS
SKILL | ANALYZING PRIMARY SOURCES

1. What do the writers “call to mind” in asking
women to join the Patriots’ cause?

2. With whom do the writers associate

themselves?




The Treaty of Paris North Amerlca after the
After Yorktown, only a few small battles RIITI AU EETCRO @Y LX)
took place. Lacking the money to pay for a ~
new army, Great Britain entered into peace [ united States
talks with America. Benjamin Franklin had [ eritish

|:| Spanish
a key role in the negotiations. [ French

Delegates took more than two years to
come to a peace agreement. In the Treaty
of Paris of 1783, Great Britain recognized
the independence of the United States. The
treaty also set America’s borders. A separate
treaty between Britain and Spain returned
Florida to the Spanish. British leaders also
accepted American rights to settle and trade
west of the original thirteen colonies.

At the war’s end, Patriot soldiers returned
to their homes and families. The courage of
soldiers and civilians had made America’s
victory possible. As they returned home,
George Washington thanked his troops for
their devotion. “I . . . wish that your latter
days be as prosperous as your former ones
have been glorious.”

SKILLS | INTERPRETING MAPS

Region Which three countries disputed the
area in the northwest of the continent?

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW Americans won

their independence from Great Britain
in 1783. In the next chapter you will
m Summarizing Explain how learn how the new nation formed its first
the War for Independence finally came to an end. government.

go.hrw.com
Section 4 Assessment e
.

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People
1. a. Describe What problems did the Patriots expe- organizer below and use it to identify and describe

rience in the war in the South? the most important event in turning the war in the

b. Analyze What advantages did the southern Patriots’ favor.

Patriots have over the British in the South?
2. a. Describe What was the Patriots’ strategy for Event Importance to end of war

defeating the British at Yorktown?

b. Elaborate Why do you think General Cornwallis

decided to surrender at the Battle of Yorktown?
3. a. Identify Who helped to negotiate the Treaty of

Paris for the Americans?

b. Predict How might relations between Great FOCUS ON SPEAKING / :
Britain and its former colonies be affected by =

the war? 5. Thinking About the Revolution’s End
After reading this section, you have a picture of the
Critical Thinking whole war. In your talk, what do you want to say
4. Evaluating Review your notes on the events that about how the war ended? Were there any moments

led to the end of the war. Then copy the graphic that were especially trying for the colonists?






