SECTION &'

What You Will Leamn...

1. ltalian history can be divided
into three periods: ancient
Rome, the Renaissance, and
unified ltaly.

2. Religion and local traditions
have helped shape Italy’s
culture.

3. ltaly today has two distinct
economic regions—northern

Italy and southern Italy.
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The Big Idea

Once the center of a huge em-
pire, Italy is now one of the most
prosperous countries in Europe.

\. v,

Key Terms and Places
pope, p. 412

Vatican City, p. 412

Sicily, p. 413

Naples, p. 413

Milan, p. 413

Rome, p. 414

LU Draw alarge circle
ALl labeled Italy and divide
it into three sections. As you read,
take notes about Italian history, life,
and culture in the three sections.
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Italy

If YOU lived there...

You live in Rome, the historic heart of Italy. Wherever you walk in
Rome, you see reminders of the city’s long and rich history. It may
be a 600-year-old church or a 2,000-year-old market. One of
your favorite spots to visit is the Colosseum. When you sit inside
this ancient arena, you can imagine fierce gladiators and wild
animals fighting there long ago.

How does history affect life in Italy?

BUILDING BACKGROUND Italian history continues to affect life
in Italy today, but its influence extends far beyond that one country.
All around the world, people owe their ideas about art, government,
law, and language to Italy and its people. Many of these ideas are
ancient, but even today Italians help shape the world’s culture.

History

Greece may have been the birthplace of the first civilization
in Europe, but Italy was the home of the continent’s greatest
empire. For centuries, Italy was the heart of one of the largest
and most powerful states the world has ever seen. Even after
that state collapsed, Italy remained a major influence on Europe
and other parts of the world.

Ancient Rome
The great civilization that developed in Italy was Rome. Built in
the 700s BC as a tiny village, Rome grew to control nearly all the
land around the Mediterranean Sea. At the height of the Roman
Empire, the Romans controlled an empire that stretched from
Britain in the northwest to the Persian Gulf. It included most of
Europe as well as parts of southwest Asia and northern Africa.
Roman influences in the world can still be seen today. The
Romans’ art, architecture, and literature are still admired. Their
laws and political ideas have influenced the governments and
legal systems of many countries. In addition, the Romans helped
spread Christianity, one of the world’s major religions.




The Renaissance
The Roman Empire collapsed in the AD
400s, largely due to weak leadership and
invasions from outside. With no central
government to unite them, Italy’s cities
formed their own states. Each had its own
laws, its own government, and its own
army. Wars between them were common.
As time passed, the cities of Italy
became major centers of trade. Merchants
from these cities traveled to far-off places
like China to bring goods back to Europe.
Many merchants became very rich
from this trade. With the money they
made, these merchants sponsored artists
and architects. Their support of the arts
helped lead to the Renaissance, a period
of great creativity in Europe. It lasted from
about 1350 through the 1500s. During the
Renaissance artists and writers—many of
them Italian—created some of the world’s
greatest works of art and literature.

Unified Italy
Italy remained divided into small states
until the mid-1800s. At that time, a rise in
nationalism, or strong patriotic feelings for
a country, led people across Italy to fight
for unification. As a result of their efforts,
Italy became a unified kingdom in 1861.
In the 1920s a new government came
to power. Under Benito Mussolini, Italy
became a dictatorship. That dictatorship
was short-lived, however. Mussolini joined
Hitler to fight other countries of Europe in
World War II. In 1945 Italy was defeated.
After World War 1II, Italy became a
democracy. Since that time, power has
rested in an elected Parliament and prime
minister. Also since the end of the war,
Italy has developed one of the strongest
economies in Europe.

| READING CHECK Summarizing What are

some key periods in the history of Italy?

The history of Italy stretches back nearly 3,000 years.
This long span includes several key periods.

Ancient Rome

B According to legend, the city of
Rome was built in the 700s BC.

B The Romans created a huge empire.
At its height, the empire included
parts of Europe, Southwest Asia, and
northern Africa.

B Roman art, architecture, literature,
and law still influence people today.

B Christianity arose and spread in the \"

Roman Empire. \ |
Roman\' /
statue g

u The Renaissance was a period of
great advances in art, architecture,
and literature.

B The Renaissance began in the
1300s in cities like Florence.

¥ From ltaly, the Renaissance spread
to other parts of Europe.

m Some of the world's greatest
works of art were created at
this time.

Leonardo da Vinci's
Mona Lisa

Unified Italy

M Since the Middle Ages, Italy had
been divided into small states.

M In the mid-1800s, increased feelings
of nationalism led people across
Italy to fight for unification.

B The fight for unification was led
by Giuseppe Garibaldi.

N Italy was officially unified
in 1861.

Giuseppe
Garibaldi
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VOCABULARY
contemporary

Culture

For centuries, people around the world
have admired and borrowed from Italian
culture. Italy’s culture has been shaped by
many factors. Among these factors are the
Roman Catholic Church, local traditions,
and regional geography.

Religion

Most people in Italy belong to the Roman
Catholic Church. Historically, the church
has been the single strongest influence on
Italian culture. This influence is strong in
part because the pope, the spiritual head
of the Roman Catholic Church, lives on
the Italian Peninsula. He resides in Vatican
City, an independent state located within
the city of Rome.

The lasting importance of the church
can be seen in many ways in Italy. For
example, the city of Rome alone is home
to hundreds of Catholic churches from all
periods of history. In addition, religious
holidays and festivals are major events.

Local Traditions
In addition to religion, local traditions have
influenced Italian culture. Italian food,
for example, varies widely from region to
region. These variations are based on local
preferences and products. All over Italy,
people eat many of the same foods—olives,
tomatoes, rice, pasta. However, the ways in
which people prepare this food differ. In
the south, for example, people often serve
pasta with tomato sauces. In the north,
creamy sauces are much more common.
Other traditions reflect Italy’s past. For
example, Italy has always been known as
a center of the arts. The people of Italy
have long been trendsetters, shaping styles
that are later adopted by other people. As
a result, the Italians are leaders in many
contemporary art forms. For example, Ita-
ly has produced some of the world’s great-
est painters, sculptors, authors, composers,
fashion designers, and filmmakers.

EEZNITICET® Finding Main Ideas What

are two major influences on Italian culture?

| Major Cities of Italy |

Milan, Rome, and Naples are the three
largest cities in Italy. Because of their varied
histories and locations, each city has a
distinct landscape and culture.

ANALYZING VISUALS Which city would
you most like to visit?

Milan Milan, the largest city in Italy, is
a global fashion capital. The clothes cre-

' ated there influence fashion designers
around the world.
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Italy Today

A shared language, the Roman Catholic
Church, and strong family ties help bind
Italians together. At the same time, though,
major differences exist in the northern and
southern parts of the country.

Southern Italy

Southern Italy is the country’s poorer half.
Its economy has less industry than the
north and depends heavily on agriculture.
Farming is especially important in Sicily,
an island at the peninsula’s tip. Tourism is
also vital to the south’s economy. Among
the region’s attractions are its dazzling
beaches and ancient Roman ruins.

In recent decades, Italy’s government
has tried to promote industry in the south.
It has offered incentives, such as lower
taxes, to private companies that will build
factories there. Many of these government
efforts center on the city of Naples, a busy
port and the largest city in southern Italy.
Thanks to government programs, Naples is
now also an industrial center.

Rome Rome, the capital of Italy, is in the
central part of the country. A major center
of banking and industry, Rome is also one
of the world’s most popular tourist sites.
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Northern Italy

In contrast to southern Italy, the northern
part of the country has a strong economy.
Northern Italy includes the country’s most
fertile farmlands, its major trade centers,
and its most popular tourist destinations.

The Po River valley in northern Italy has
the country’s most productive farmland.
For decades, the Po valley has been called
the breadbasket of Italy because most of the
country’s crops are grown there. Despite its
fertile soils, farmers cannot grow enough
to support Italy’s population. Italy has to
import much of its food.

The north is also home to Italy’s major
industrial centers. Busy factories in such
cities as Turin and Genoa make appliances,
automobiles, and other goods for export.
Milan is also a major industrial center as
well as a worldwide center for fashion
design. The location of these cities near
central Europe helps companies sell their
goods to foreign customers. Railroads,
highways, and tunnels make the shipment
of goods through the Alps easy.

ACADEMIC
VOCABULARY
incentive
something that
leads people to
follow a certain
course of action

Naples Naples is the most important
city in southern Italy. Less glamorous
than many northern cities, it is a port and

. manufacturing center.




Tens of millions of tourists visit the
Salellite View cities of northern Italy every year. They
are drawn by the cities’ rich histories
and unique cultural features. Florence,
for example, is a center of Italian art and
culture. It was there that the Renaissance
began in the 1300s. To the west of Florence
is Pisa, famous for its Leaning Tower—the
bell tower of the city’s church. On the coast
of the Adriatic Sea lies the city of Venice.
Tourists are lured there by the romantic
canals that serve as roads through the city.
Nestled in the center of the country

is Italy’s capital, Rome. With ties to both
north and south, Rome does not fully
- belong to either region. From there, the
Venice country’s leaders attempt to bring all the

Venice, in northeastern Italy, is one of the country’s most people of Ita]y together as one nation.
visited tourist attractions. Look at the image of Venice

above, taken by an orbiting satellite. Does it look like other LENIICET® Contrast How are northern

cities you have seen? What may not be obvious is that the and southern ltaly different?

paths that wind their way through the city are not roads, but

canals. In fact, Venice has very few roads. This is because

the city was built on islands—T118 of them! People move SUMMARY AND PREVIEW In this section

about the CIty Qn boats tha_\t navigate along_ the canals. you read about Italy. The country's long

Every year, millions of tourists travel to Venice to see the . . I

sights as they are rowed along the scenic waterways. hlstory continues to affect life in Italy
even today. Next, you will study two

Contrasting How is Venice unlike other cities you have studied? other countries whose pasts still affect

life there—Spain and Portugal.

Section 3 Assessment
KEYWORD: SJ7 HP16

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and Places Critical Thinking

1. a. Describe What was Renaissance lItaly like? 4. Comparing and
b. Interpret How did nationalism influence Ital- Contrasting Draw two
ian history? circles like the ones here.

2. a. Identify What religion has had a major Using your notes, list
impact on Italian culture? details about southern Italy in the left circle and
b. Explain How have local traditions helped about northern Italy in the right circle. Where the
shape Italian culture? circles overlap, list common features of the two.

3. a. Recall What is the main economic activity of

southern Italy? Focus oN WRITING

b. Contrast How are the economies of Milan, 5. Investigating Italy What Italian event could you
Rome, and Naples different? o report on? Perhaps it could be a fashion show or a
c. Rate If you could visit any one city in Italy, religious service at the Vatican. Make a list of events
which would it be? Why? that could make an interesting report.
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