What You Will Leam...

1. The Russian Federation is
working to develop democ-
racy and a market economy.

2. Russia’s physical geography,
cities, and economy define ts
many culture regions.

3. Russia faces a number of
serous challenges.

\
e The Big ldea
Russia s a federal republic
with a growing market economy
but faces tough chalenges.

Key Terms and Places
dachas, p 802

St. Petersburg, p. 50¢
smelters, p. 05
Trans-Siberian Railroad, p 205
Chechnya, p 506

{.1] Asyouread, usea
chart lika the one
below to take notes on each of

the topics listed.

Govemment
& Economy
Culturo Fogions

Challorges

502 cHAPTER 20

=l d RussiaToday

If YOU lived there...

You kve in St Petersburg, a city of beautiful palaces and canals.
You are looking forward to the end of school, when your family will
go to their dacha, a cottage in the country. In midsummer, when
the nights are long and the sun never really sets, you will go 1o
concerts and other celebrations of the “White Nights® in your city.

What do you like about living in St. Petershurg?

.
BUILDING BACKGROUND Russians have always had a special

feeling for the countryside, from the wheat fields and birch forests in
the west to the endless grasslands of the steppe. But Russia’s great
cities are exciting, too, with many shops, museums, and events.

The Russian Federation

For decades, the Soviet Union reigned as a superpower, with
Russia as its strongest republic. Then In 1991 the Soviet Union

broke apart. Russia’s leaders had to create a new government as
they struggled to change from communism to democracy.

Government
The Russian Federation Is a federal republic, a system in which
power Is divided between national and local governments. The
voters elect a president to serve as the country’s chief executive,
Russia’s most powerful official. The president appoints a prime
minister to serve as the head of the government. A legislature,
called the Federal Assembly, makes the country’s laws.
Increased democracy has led to more freedom for Russians.
Voters can choose from several political parties. Information
flows more freely. The government no longer seeks to control
every aspect of life. In addition, the move toward democracy
has improved relations between Russia and Western nations.
Changing to a democratic system has been difficult, though.
Problems such as government corruption, or dishonesty, have
slowed the development of a free soclety In Russia. Time will tell
whether Russia will continue to grow as a democracy.




Economy

With the move to democracy, Russia also
began shifting to a market economy. This
type of economy Is based on free trade and
competition. Today the Russlan govern-
ment has greatly reduced Iits control of the
economy, and most businesses and farms
are now privately owned. These changes
have led to economic growth. At the same
time, most of Russia’s wealth s now In the
hands of a small number of people.

Today Russia produces and exports oll,
natural gas, timber, metals, and chemicals.
Heavy Industry, such as machinery, Is still
Important. However, light industry, such
as clothing and electronics, has grown.
Furthermore, service Industries now make
up the largest part of Russia's economy.

In agriculture, Russia Is now a major
grower and exporter of grains. Other major
crops are fruits, potatoes, and sugar beets.

City and Rural Life
The changes sweeping Russia are visible In
its cities. More restaurants and shopping
centers are avallable. Stores offer a wider
range of consumer goods, such as TVs.
Some Russlans have become wealthy and
can afford luxuries. In fact, in 2005 Russia
had more billionaires than any other Euro-
pean country. Nevertheless, the average
Russian’s standard of living remains low.
About 75 percent of all Russians live
in cities. Most of these people live In small
apartments In high-rise buildings. In rural
areas, more people live in houses.
Although most Russians live In cities,
they still have access to nature. Cities often
have large parks and wooded areas In and
around them. Many richer Russlans own
dachas, or Russian country houses, where
they can garden and enjoy the fresh air.

Summarizing How has
Russia changed since it became independent?

[CONNECTINGTO}

Economics
Kaliningrad

The small region of Kaliningrad—only slightly bigger than
Connecticut—is more than 200 miles (320 km) from the
rest of Russia. So why would Russia want this area? The
reason has 10 do with the country’s cold climate. Kaliningrad
is Russia's only Baltic seaport that is free of ice 3l year. This
important port provides Russia with year-round access 10
profitable European markets and trade. Railroads connect the
port 1o RuSSia's major cities, as the map below shows.

Drawing Conclusions How do you think Russia’s aconomy
benefits from a Baltic seaport that is free of ice all yaar?

Culture Regions

You have learned that Russia Is vast and
diverse. For this reason, we divide Russia
Into several culture regions, as the map on
the next page shows. These regions differ
In features such as population, natural
resources, and economic activity.

The four western culture regions make
up Russia's heartland. This area Is home to
the vast majority of Russia’s people as well
as to the country’s capital and largest cit-
les. In addition, the fertile plains of Russia’s
heartland are the country’s most produc-
tive farming area.

ACAD EMXC
VOCABU LARY

charactenistics
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once the Winter Palace of the czars, now
houses priceless works of art.

(2]

Moscow is Russia’s capital and largest oty tis a
political, cultural, and transportation center.
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e, Russia: Culture Reglons

The Moscow Region
Moscow Is Russia’s capital and largest city.
The sprawling, modern city has wide bou-
levards and large public squares. Its many
cultural attractions Include the world-
famous Bolshoi Ballet and Moscow Circus.
At Moscow's heart Is the Kremlin, the
center of Russia’s government. In Russian,
kremlin means “fortress.” The Kremlin con-
sists of several bulldings surrounded by a
wall and towers. The buildings include not
only government offices but also palaces,
museums, and gold-domed churches.
Next to the Kremlin Is Red Square, an
Immense plaza. It Is lined by many famous
landmarks, such as St. Basil’s Cathedral.
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o In Sibenia, a Nenets woman leads a group of
decorated reindeer as part of a village festival.

The Moscow region Is Russia’s most
Important economic area, and Its factories
produce a wide range of goods. The city Is
also a transportation center and links by
road, rall, and plane to all parts of Russia.

The St. Petersburg Region

St. Petersburg reflects Russians’ desire for
Western ways. Peter the Great founded the
city and styled It after those of Western
Europe. For some 200 years, St. Petersburg
served as Russia’s capital and home to the
czars. It features wide avenues, grand pal-
aces, and numerous canals. Theaters and
museums enrich the city’s cultural life.




The Ural Mountains are an important
mining region and produce nearly every
major mineral. Smelters, factories that pro-
cess metal ores, process copper and lron.
The Urals region Is also known for gems
and semiprecious stones.

Siberia
East of the Urals lies the vast expanse of
Siberia. In the Tatar language, Siberia means
“Sleeping Land.” Siberfan winters are long
and severe. As you have read, much of the
land lies frozen or buried under snow for
most or all of the year. The remote region
has many valuable resources, but accessing
them In the harsh climate Is difficult.
Siberia’s main Industries are lumber,
mining, and oll production. Large coal
deposits are mined In southwest Siberia.
Rivers produce hydroelectric power. The
southern steppes, where the weather Is

m::lo::c acu::l;: mhu'i'aﬂum. warmer, are Siberia’s main farmlands.
1. ldentify What are the six culture regions? Because of Siberia’s harsh climate, jobs Focuson

each of the four westarn culture regions? choase to live In Siberia. Mast towns and Bassd on

go.hrwecom (REWOEDSTTGE) cities are In the western and southern parts  Siberis, what
of the region. These cities tend to follow gemeralization
the Trans-Siberian Railroad. This rail line oth=en
St. Petersburg’s location on the Gulf of  runs from Moscow to Viadivostok on the  you make?

Finland has made the city amajor portand  east coast, and Is the longest single rail line

trade center. This northern location also  In the world.

produces “White Nights,” a period during

summer when It never gets totally dark. The Russian Far East

. Russia has a long coastline on the Pacific
The Volga and Urals Regions Ocean. There, in the Russian Far East,

The Volga River and Ural Mountains are  mych Jand remains heavily forested. In
the third and fourth culture regions. The  the few cities, factories process forest and
broad Volga Is a major shipping route.  mineral resources. Farming occurs In the
Dams along its course form lakes and pro-  Amyr River valley. The city of Viadivostok
vide hydroelectric power. Factorles in the 5 3 naval base and the area's main seaport.
area process ofl and gas. In addition, asite  jg1ands off the coast provide oil, minerals,

on the Casplan Sea provides fish called  and commercial fishing.
sturgeon. The eggs of this fish are called

black caviar, which Is a costly delicacy, or Finding Main ldeas What
rare and valued food. areas make up Russia’s culture regions?
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Second, Russia’s population Is falling,
as you can see In the graph. More Russians
are dying than are being born. One reason
Is that many Russians cannot afford good
health care.

Third, the Soviet government did little
to prevent pollution. As a result pollution,
such as Industrial chemicals, has seriously
harmed Russia‘’s environment. The govern-
ment must now repair the damage.

Last, Russia faces ethnic conflicts. One
of the worst Is In the Russian republic of
Chechnya (CHECH-nyah) In the Caucasus
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Interpreting Graphs Approximately how much is Russia’s population area want independence. Fighting and ter-
expacted to dacreasa betwean 2000 and 20107 rorism there have caused many deaths.

R Catogorizing What social,
economic, and poltical challenges face Russia?

Russia’s Challenges

Although Russia has made great progress SUMMARY AND PREVEEW As you have
since 1991, challenges remain. First, Russia’s read, Russia Is a federal republic working
shift to a market economy has not been to bulld a market economy. The west Is
without problems. For example, prices and Russia’s heartland, but Siberia has many
unemployment have risen, and the gap valuable resources. In the next section,
between rich and poor has widened. you will read about the Caucasus.

Section 3 Assessment

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and Places Critical Thinking
1. a. Recall what type of government does Russia 4. Categorizing Draw a
now have? concept web like the /"
b. Explain How is Russia's economy changing? one shown. Use your ~———rw~
2 a. Recall From west to east, what are Russia’s notes to list facts Cufture
major culture regions? about each Russian Ragrons
b. Draw Condusions Why do you think most culture region.
Siberian towns and cities are located along the
Trans-siberian Railroad? | FOCUS ON WRITING
c Rate Which of Russia’s culture regions would 5. Collecting Details about Russia Today Based
you most want to live in, and why? on conditions in Russia today, what location
3. a identify what are the main challenges that would you choase for your property? Review
face Russia today? your notes from Section 2 and this section. Then
b. Elaborate What difficulties does Chechnya choose one location in Russia for the property
pose for Russia’s leaders? you are selling.

506 cHAPTER 20




