© Netional capital
o Other aty
9 P2

Russia and
the Caucasus

What You Will Leam...

In this chapter you wall learn about the physical features, climate,
and natural resources of Russia and the Caucasus. You will also
study the histories and cultures of these countries. Finally, you
will laarn about §fe in each of the countries today
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FOCUS ON READING AND WRITING

Making Generalizations A generalzaton is a broad,
general idea drawn from new information combined
with what you already knowe. As you read this chapter,
stop now and then to make a generalization. it will
help you pull the piaces of information together and
make sense of them. See the lesson, Making
Generalizations, on page 535.

Creating a Real Estate Ad As you read this chapter,

imagine you work for 2 real estate agency in Russia or
the Caucasus. You are trying to sell a piece of property
there. In order to sell the property, you must write an

ad to be published in the newspaper and on the Intes-
net. As you read, decde where your property would be
located and what its characteristics would be.

Geography A volcano aeated Crater Bay
in the Kunl Islands off the aast coast of Russia.
The =lands have several active volcanoes




Bering Geography Skilks

Ses Regioms Russia, the world's largest
country, kes north and east of the
small Caucasus countnes.

1. Name What ocean hies north of
Russia?
2. Comtrast Howdoesthe landand |
size of Russia differ from that of
2 the other countnes in this region?
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Geography’s
Impact

video series

Watch the video to

¢ understand the impact
. of poliuton.

History The
Krembin complex
houses Runi.sp!: I B
government as
well as gold-
domed chusches
and beautiful,
histoncal palaces.

Culture The Bolshoi Ballet in Moscow,
Russia, is famous throughout the wordd.
Above, dancers perform Swan Loke.




What You Will Leamn...

1. The physical features of Rus-
sia and the Caucasus include
plains, mountains, and rivers.

2. Cimate and plant ife change
from north to south in Russia
and vary in the Caucasus.

3. Russia and the Caucasus
have a wealth of resources,

but many are hard to access.
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Russ@ s big and cold with vast
plans and forests; whereas the
Caucasus countnies are small,
mountainous, and warmer.

Key Terms and Places
Ural Mountains, p. 42
Caspian Sea, p 4@
Caucasus Mountains, p. 4@
Moscow, p. 42
Siberia, p. 82

Volga River, p. ¢
taiga, p 495

{17 Asyouread, tske notes
in a chart like this one.
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If YOU lived there...

You are making a documentary about the Trans-Siberian Railroad,
a famous train that crosses the vast country of Russia. The train
travels more than 5,700 miles across plains and mountains and
through thick forests. As the train leaves the city of Moscow, you
look out the window and see wheat fields and white birch trees.

What seenes might you include in your film?

BUILDING BACKGROUND Look at a globe, and you will see
that Russia extends nearly halfway around the world. Russia is
the world's largest country. It is so vast that it spans 11 ime zones.
While huge, much of Russia consists of flat or rolling plains.

Physical Features

Have you ever stood on two continents at once? In Russia’s
Ural (YOOHR-uhl) Mountains, you can. There, the continents of
Europe and Asla meet. Europe lies to the west; Asia to the east.
Together, Europe and Asla form the large landmass of Eurasla.
On the map, you can see that a large chunk of Eurasia Is the
country of Russia. In fact, Russia Is the world’s largest country.
Compared to the United States, Russia is almost twice as big.
South of Russia are three much smaller countries—Georgla,
Armenia (ahr-MEE-nee-uh), and Azerbaljan (a-zuhr-by-JAHN).
They lie in the Caucasus (KAW-kuh-suhs), the area between the
Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. This area, which includes part of
southern Russia, Is named for the Caucasus Mountains.

Landforms

As the map shows, Russia's landforms vary from west to east.
The Northern European Plain stretches across western, or Euro-
pean, Russia. This fertile plain forms Russia’s heartland, where
most Russians live. Moscow, Russia’s capital, Is located there.
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To the east, the plain rises to form the
Ural Mountains. These low mountalns are
worn down and rounded from erosion.

The vast area between the Uralsand the
Pacific Ocean Is Siberia. This area includes
several landforms, shown on the map. The
West Siberian Plain Is a flat, marshy area.
It is one of the largest plains in the world.

£ ’J Regions The Caucasus Mountains separate Russia from
_the three Caucasus countries to the south.

1. Locate What part of Russia is called Sibena?

2 Interpret What s the land like n the Caucasus countries?

Geography Skills
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East of this plain 1s an upland called the
Central Siberian Plateau. Mountain ranges
run through southern and eastern Siberia.

Eastern Siberia Is called the Russian Far
East. This area Includes the Kamchatka
(kuhm-CHAHT-kuh) Peninsula and several
islands. The Russian Far East Is part of the

Ring of Fire, the area circling the Pacific.

o The Kamchatka Perinsuda on

Russia’s east coast has many
old and active volcanoes.
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The Ring of Fire Is known for its volcanoes
and earthquakes, and the Russian Far East
Is no exception. It has several active volca-
noes, and earthquakes can occur. In some
areas, steam from within Earth breaks free
to form geysers and hot springs.

South of Russia, the Caucasus countries
consist largely of rugged uplands. The Cau-
casus Mountains cover much of Georgla
and extend Into Armenia and Azerbaljan.

Russia’s Climate and Plant Life

In the top photo,

Russians bundied up in furs hurry through the snow

and cold of Moscow, the capital. In the lower photo, evergreen forest
called taiga biankets a Russian piain. In the distance, the low Ural
Mountains mark the division between Europe and Asla.

These soaring mountains Include Mount
Elbrus (el-BROOS). At 18,510 feet (5,642 m),
it Is the highest peak in Europe. South of
the mountains, a plateau covers much of
Armenia. Gorges cut through this plateau,
and earthquakes are common there. Low-
lands lie along the Black and Casplan seas.

Bodies of Water

Some of the longest rivers in the world
flow through the region of Russia and the
Caucasus. One of the most important Is
the Volga (VAHL-guh) River in western Rus-
sla. The longest river in Europe, the Volga
winds southward to the Casplan Sea. The
Volga has long formed the core of Russia’s
river network. Canals link the Volga to the
nearby Don River and to the Baltic Sea.

Even longer rivers than the Volga flow
through Siberia In the Aslan part of Russia.
The Ob (AWB), Yenisey (yi-ni-5AY), and Lena
rivers flow northward to the Arctic Ocean.
Like many of Russia’s rivers, they are fro-
zen for much of the year. The ice often
hinders shipping and trade and closes some
of Russia’s ports for part of the year.

In addition to Its rivers, Russia has some
200,000 lakes. Lake Balkal (by-KAHL), In
south-central Siberia, Is the world's deep-
est lake. Although not that large In surface
area, Lake Balkal Is deep enough to hold
all the water in all five of the Great Lakes.
Because of its beauty, Lake Baikal is called
the Jewel of Siberia. Logging and factories
have polluted the water, but Russians are
now working to clean up the lake.

In the southwest part of the region, the
Black and Casplan Seas border Russia and
the Caucasus. The Black Sea connects to
the Mediterranean Sea and Is iImportant for
trade. The Casplan Sea holds saltwater and
Is the world’s largest inland sea.

Summarizing What are the
major landforms in Russia and the Caucasus?



Climate and Plant Life

Russians sometimes joke that winter lasts
for 12 months and then summer begins.
Russia Is a cold country. The reason Is Its
northern location partly within the Arctic
Circle. In general, Russia has short sum-
mers and long, snowy winters. The climate
Is milder west of the Urals and grows colder
and harsher as one goes north and east.

Russia’s northern coast Is tundra. Win-
ters are dark and bitterly cold, and the brief

summers are cool. Much of the ground Is

permafrost, or permanently frozen soill.
Only small plants such as mosses grow.

South of the tundra Is a vast forest of
evergreen trees called taiga (TY-guh). This
huge forest covers about half of Russia. In
Siberia, snow covers the taiga much of the
year. South of the taiga Is a flat grassland
called the steppe (STEP). With rich, black
soll and a warmer climate, the steppe Is
Russia's most important farming area.

Farther south, the Caucasus countries
are warmer than Russia In general. Climate
in the Caucasus ranges from warm and wet
along the Black Sea to cooler in the uplands
to hot and dry in much of Azerbaljan.

Finding Main Ideas How
does Russia’s location affect its climate?

Natural Resources

Russla and the Caucasus have a wealth of

resources. The Northern European Plain
and the steppe provide fertile soll for farm-
ing. The taiga provides wood for bullding
and paper products. Metals, such as copper
and gold, and precious gems such as dia-
monds provide useful raw materials.

The region’s main energy resources
are coal, hydroelectricity, natural gas, and
oll. Both Russia and Azerbaljan have large
oll and gas fields. Oil also lies beneath the

Casplan Sea.

The reglon's natural resources have
been poorly managed, however. Until the
early 1990s this region was part of the
Soviet Union. The Soviet government put
more Importance on Industry than on
managing its resources. In Russia, many of
the resources that were easy to access are
gone. For example, most of the timber in
western Russia has been cut down. Many
remaining resources are in remote Siberia.

Analyzing Why are some of
Russia’s natural resources difficult to obtain?

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW Russia Is
big and cold, with vast plains and for-
ests. The Caucasus countries are small,
mountainous, and warmer. The region
also has many natural resources. Next,
you will read about Russia's history
and culture.

Section 1 Assessment

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and Places

FOCus oN
READNG

What goneral
oa can you
draw from the
tuxt about natural
resources? What
focts or details
suppoert that idea?

1. a. Describe Why are the Ural Mountains significant?
b. Draw Condlusions Why might the Russian Far East be

a dangerous place to live?

2 a. Describe What are winters like in much of Russia?
b. Analyze How does dimate affect Russia’s plant life?
3. a. Recall what valuable resource is in the Caspian Sea?
b. Make inferences Why might resources located in

remote, cold areas be difficult to use?
Critical Thinking P
& Generalizing Draw a chartfike ==
the one here. Use your notes and | and Plnts
enter one general idea for each Neturel
topic in the chart. R

5. Describing the Physical Geography Now that you
know the physical geography of the region, make
a list of possible locations for the house or land you

are selling.
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