What You Will Leamn...

1. Growing nationalism led to
improvements in the nation’s
transportation systems.

2. The Missouri Compromise
settled an important regional
conflict.

3. The outcome of the election

of 1824 led to controversy.
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The Big Idea

A rising sense of national
unity allowed some regional
differences to be set aside and

national interests to be served.
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Key Terms and People
nationalism, p. 302

Henry Clay, p. 302

American System, p. 302
Cumberland Road, p. 303
Erie Canal, p. 303

Era of Good Feelings, p. 303
sectionalism, p. 34

Missouri Compromise, p. 305
John Quincy Adams, p. 305

m As you read, take notes
= 0N how each of the fol-

lowing contributed to national unity.

IRoads and canals

Supreme
Court cases

Missoun
Compromise
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SECTION 2, Nationalism and

Sectionalism

If YOU were there...

You live near the western end of the newly completed Erie

Canal in New York State in 1831. In fact, your older brothers helped
build the canal. Every day you watch as mules pull the

canal boats along the still water of the canal. Sometimes the
boats carry passengers traveling from city to city. You have never
been far from your home, and you are curious about their journey.

What would you like to ask the
travelers on the canal boat?

BUILDING BACKGROUND Peace, prosperity, and a growing
country gave Americans a sense of national unity. In practical terms,
building roads and canals also helped unify the nation. They made
travel easier, linking people from different regions of the country.
Nevertheless, some regional conflicts continued.

Growing Nationalism

Pleased by successful negotiations with foreign powers, Americans
enjoyed a rising sense of nationalism. Nationalism is feelings of pride
and loyalty to a nation. This new national unity found a strong sup-
porter in U.S. representative Henry Clay from Kentucky.

Clay believed that a strong national economy would promote
national feeling and reduce regional conflicts. He developed a plan
eventually known as the American System —a series of measures
intended to make the United States economically self-sufficient. To
build the economy, he pushed for a national bank that would pro-
vide a single currency, making interstate trade easier. Clay wanted
the money from a protective tariff to be used to improve roads and
canals. These internal improvements would unite the country.

Some members of Congress believed that the Constitution did
not permit the federal government to spend money on internal
improvements. Clay argued that the possible gains for the country
justified federal action.



The Missouri Compromise, 1820

The Missouri Compromise
banned slavery in the
region north of 36"30'N.

|:| Free state
I:l Free territory
|:| Slave state

l:] Slave territory

BIOGRAPHY

Henry Clay
1777-1852

Known as the silver-tongued Ken-
tuckian, Henry Clay was a gifted
speaker. He became involved in local
politics early in his life, and by age 29
he was appointed to the U.S. Senate.
Throughout his career in the Senate,
he was dedicated to preserving the
Union. The Missouri Compromise and
a later agreement, the Compromise
of 1850, helped to ease sectional
tensions, at least temporarily.

Analyzing Why did Henry Clay work
for compromises between regions?

by a Boston editor in 1817 during James
Monroe’s visit to New England early in
his presidency.

The emphasis on national unity was
strengthened by two Supreme Court case
decisions that reinforced the power of
the federal government. In the 1819 case
McCulloch v. Maryland, the Court asserted the
implied powers of Congress in allowing for
the creation of a national bank. In the 1824
case Gibbons v. Ogden, the Court said that the
states could not interfere with the power of
Congress to regulate interstate commerce.

m Drawing Inferences How did

new roads and canals affectthe economy?
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INTERPRETING MAPS

1. Region Inwhich part of the country
was slavery permitted?

2. Human-Environment Interaction Why

did leaders choose 36° 30" as the

compromise line?

Missouri Compromise

Even during the Era of Good Feelings, dis-
agreements between the different regions—
known as sectionalism—threatened the
Union. One such disagreement arose in 1819
when Congress considered Missouri’s applica-
tion to enter the Union as a slave state. At the
time, the Union had 11 free states and 11 slave
states. Adding a new slave state would have
tipped the balance in the Senate in favor of
the South.

To protect the power of the free states, the
House passed a special amendment. It declared
that the United States would accept Missouri as
a slave state, but importing enslaved Africans
into Missouri would be illegal. The amend-
ment also set free the children of Missouri
slaves. Southern politicians angrily opposed
this plan.

North Carolina senator Nathaniel Macon
wanted to continue adding slave states. “Why
depart from the good old way, which has kept
us in quiet, peace, and harmony?” he asked.
Eventually, the Senate rejected the amend-
ment. Missouri was still not a state.



Henry Clay convinced Congress to agree
to the Missouri Compromise, which settled
the conflict that had arisen from Missouri’s
application for statehood. This compromise
had three main conditions:

1. Missouri would enter the Union as a

slave state.

2. Maine would join the Union as a free
state, keeping the number of slave
and free states equal.

3. Slavery would be prohibited in any
new territories or states formed north
of 36°30' latitude—Missouri’s southern
border.

Congress passed the Missouri Compro-
mise in 1820. Despite the success of the
compromise, there were still strong disagree-
ments between the North and South over
the expansion of slavery.

| READING CHECK Drawing Conclusions Why

did Henry Clay propose the Missouri Compromise
to resolve the issue of Missouri statehood?

The Election of 1824

Soon, a presidential election also brought
controversy. Andrew Jackson won the most
popular votes in 1824. However, he did not
have enough electoral votes to win office.
Under the Constitution, the House of Repre-
sentatives had to choose the winner. When
the House chose John Quincy Adams as
president, Jackson’s supporters claimed that
Adams had made a corrupt bargain with
Henry Clay. These accusations grew after
Adams chose Clay to be secretary of state.
The controversy weakened Adams’s support.

lm Drawing Inferences Why did

Adams have weak support during his presidency?

SUMMARY AND PREVIEW Strong nation-
alistic feeling contributed to the develop-
ment of America’s politics and economy.
In the next section you will read about the
development of a new national culture.

Focus oN
READING

How is the term

corrupt bargain
an example of
semantic
slanting?
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Section 2 Assessment

Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and People

1. a. Describe What was the Era of
Good Feelings?

b. Analyze Explain the impact the McCulloch v.
Maryland and Gibbons v. Ogden decisions had on
the federal government.

c. Predict How would transportation improvements
eventually aid the economy of the United States?

2. a. Recall What role did Henry Clay play in the
debate over Missouri’s statehood?

b. Explain What problem did Missouri’s request
for statehood cause?

c. Elaborate Was the Missouri Compromise a
good solution to the debate between free states
and slave states? Explain your answer.

3. a. Identify Who were the candidates in the presi-
dential election of 1824? How was the winner
determined?

b. Draw Conclusions Why did John Quincy Adams
lose popular support following the election of 1824?

Online Quiz
KEYWORD: SC7 HPS

Critical Thinking

4. Evaluating Review your notes on nationalism

during the Era of Good Feelings. Then copy the
following graphic organizer, and use it to identify
how threats to nationalism were resolved by the
Missouri Compromise.

) ‘ Outcome
Sectional Missouri 1.
differences Com promise 2.

3.

5. Judging Self-Esteem Another way you can tell

about people’s characters is by how they view
themselves. Are they self-confident? Do they make
healthy choices? As you read this section, think of
the United States as a person and jot down notes
about the view the United States had of itself. Is
the new nation pleased with itself? Does it feel
confident or confused?
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