What You Wil Leam. ..

1. Since World War Il, Japsn
has developed a democratic
government and one of the
world’s strongest economies.

2. Ashortage of open space
shapes daily life in Japan.

3. Crowding, competition, and
pollution are among Japan's
main issues and chalenges.
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Japan has overcome many

o

challenges to become one of

»

Key Terms and Places
Diet, p 82

Tokyo, p. 822

work ethic, p. 802

trade surplus, p. 802

tanff, p. 802

Osaka, p. 806

Draw a diagram liks

the one below. As you
read, take notes about Japan's
government, economy, and daily §fe
in the appropriste ovals.
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=] JapanToday

IfYOU lived there...

You and your family Iive in a small apartment in the crowded

city of Tokyo. Every day you and your friends crowd into jammed
subway trains to travel to school. Since your work in school is very
hard and demanding, you really look forward to weekends. You
espedally like to visit mountain parks where there are flowering
trees, quiet gardens, and anciert shrines.

Do you like your life in Tokyo? Why or why not?

)

BUILDING BACKGROUND Although Japan has become an eco-
nomic powerhouse, it is still a small country in area. Its cities have
become more and more ¢ rowdad with high-risa office and apartment
buildings. Most pacple live in thasa cities today, though many feel a
special fondness for natural areas lke mountains and lakes.

Government and Economy

Do you own any products made by Sorty? Have you seen ads
for vehicles made by Honda, Toyota, or Mitsubishi? Chances
are good that you have. These companies are some of the most
successful in the world, and all of them are Japanese.

Since World War II, Japan’s govemment and economy have
changed dramatically. Japan was once an tmperial state that was
shut off from the rest of the world. Today Japan is a democracy
with one of the world’s strongest economies.

Government

Since the end of World War II, Japan’s government has been a
constitutional monardhy headed by an emperor. Although the
emperor is officially the head of state, he has little power. His
main role is to act as a symbol of Japan and of the Japanese
people. In his place, power rests In an elected legislature called
the Diet and In an elected prime minister. From the capital city
of Tokyo, the Diet and the prime minister make the laws that
govern life in Japan today.



Economy
Today Japan Is an economic powerhouse,
However, this was not always the case.
Until the 1950s, Japan’s economy was not
that strong, Within a few decades, though,
the economy grew tremendously.

The most successful area of Japan's
economy is manufacturing. Japanese com-
panies are known for making high-quality

procucts, especially cars and electronics.
Japanese companies are among the world’s

leading manufacturers of televisions, DVD
players, CD players, and other electronic
items. The methods that companies use to
make these products are also cdebrated.
Many Japanese companies are leaders in
new tedhnology and ideas.

Reasons for Success Many factors have
contributed to Japan's economic success.
One factor is the govemment. It works
dosely with business leaders to control
production and plan for the future.
Japan’s workforce also contributed to
its success. Japan has well-educated, highly
tralned workers. As a result, its companies
tend to be both efficlent and productive.
Most workers tn Japan also have a strong
work ethic. A work ethic is the belef that
work in itself is worthwhile. Because of
their work ethic, most Japanese work hard
and are loyal to thelr companies. As a
result, the companies are successful.

Trade Japan's economy depends on trade.
In fact, many products manufactured in
the country areintended to be sold outside
of Japan. Many of these goods are sent to
China and the United States. The United
States Is Japan’s major trading partner.
Japan’s trade has been so successful
that it has bullt up a huge trade surplus.
A trade surplus exists when a coun-
try exports more goods than it imports.
Because of this surplus, many Japanese
companies have become very wealthy.

CONNECTING TO»

Technologyjm
Building Small

The lapanese are known as masters of technology. Companies
use this technology In many ways to create new products and
improve existing ones. One way many Japanese companies
have sought to improve their products— especially persona
electronics products—is by making them smallec

Since Sony releasad the first personal stereo system
in the late 1970s, making small products has been a major

business in Japan. Now
NG
&

shoppers can buy ting
radios, video games, cell
phones, and cameras.
Some of these products
are smaller than the paim
ofyour hand.

Generalizing Why might
pecple want to buy small ver-
sions of products?

Japan is able to export more than it
Imports In part because of high tariffs.
A tariff is a fee that a country charges
on Imports or exports. For many years,
Japan’s government has placed high tariffs
on goods brought into the country. This
makes Imported goods more expensive,
and so people buy Japanese goods rather
than imported ones.

Resources Although its economy is based
on manufacturing, Japan has few natural
resources. As a result, the country must
import raw materials. In addition, Japan
has little arable land. Farms cannot grow
enough food for the country’s growing
population. Instead, the Japanese have to
buy food from other countries, induding
China and the United States.

Summarizing What have
the Japanese done to buid their economy?
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FOCUSON
READING

How can youtal

that tha state-
ments in this
paragraph ara
facts?

Daily Life

Japan is a densely populated country.
Slightly smaller than California, it has
nearly four times as many people! Most of
these people live In cowded citles such as
the capttal, Tokyo.

Lifein Tokyo

Besides serving as the national capttal,
Tokyo is the center of Japan’s banking and
communication industries. As a result,
the city Is busy, nolsy, and very crowded.
Nearly 30 million people ltve In a relativey
small area. Because Tokyo Is so densely pop-
ulated, land is scarce. As a result, Tokyo's
real estate prices are among the highest in
the world. Some people save up for years to
buy homes in Tokyo. They earn money by
putting money In savings accounts or by
Investing in stocks and bonds.

Because space 1s so limited in Tokyo,
people have found creative ways to adapt.
Bulldings tend to be fairly tall and narrow
so that they take less land area. People
also use space under ground. For example,
shops and restaurants can be found below
the streets in subway stations. Another way
the Japanese have found to save space Is
the capsule hotel. Guests in these hotels—
mostly traveling businesspeople—aawl
into tiny sleeping chambers rather than
having rooms with beds.

Many people work In Tokyo but live
outside the city. So many people commute
to and from Tokyo that trains are very
crowded. During peak travel times, com-
muters are crammed into train cars.

Tokyo 1s not all about work, though.
During their leisure time, people can visit
Tokyo's many parks, museums, and stores.
They can also take short trips to local
amusement parks, baseball stadiums, or
other attractions. Among these attractions
are a huge indoor beach and a ski resort
filled with artifidal snow.

604 CHAPTER 23

Close-up
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Life in Tokyo 4

Home to some 30 miillion pecple, Tokyo is one Ez.
of the world’s busiest dties. This illustration
shows what a typical day in Tokyo is like.
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Small Shinto

4 shrines can
be found even
nthe heart of

busy Tokyo.

During p2ak traved times, Toky0's trains
are so cowded that people need to be
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Gardens plamted on
the roofs of buildings
help keep Tokyo's
temperature down

To save space, the Japanese build
CapsJle hoteds. Each guest sleeps

in his or har own tny chamber. | :1!
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Busting shopping
centers can be

found below many
o TokyO's streets.

i § "X Based on this Image, how does e In Tokyo
compare to dally Iife whare you an?




ACADEMIC
VOCABU LARY

efficient

praductiva and
not wasteful

Life in Other Cities
Most of Japan’s other cities, like Tokyo, are
crowded and busy. Many of them serve as
centers of industry or transportation.

The second largest city in Japan, Osaka,
Is located in western Honshu. In Osaka—as
in Tokyo and other cities—tall, modern sky-
sarapers stand next to tiny Shinto temples.
Another major city is Kyoto. Once Japan's
capital, Kyoto is full of historic bulldings.

Transportation between Cities

To connect citles that lie far apart, the
Japanese have built a network of rafl lines.
Some of these lines carry very fast trains
called Shinkamsen, or bullet trains. They
can reach speeds of more than 160 miles
per hour (250 kph). Japan’s train system Is
very efficient. Trains nearly always leave
on time and are almost never late.
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Place Most of Japan's people ive in crowded cities
on the country’s few coastal plains.
1. Locate Where are Jspan's most crowded cities?
2 Anatyze According to the chart, whatwas Japan's
population in 20007
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Rural Life

Not everyone In Japan lives In citles. Some
people live in the country in small villages.
The people In these villages own or work
on farms.

Relatively little of Japan’s land is arable,
or sultable for farming. Much of the land
is too rocky or steep to grow crops on. As
a result, most farms are small. The average
Japanese farm is only about 2.5 acres (1
hectare). In contrast, the average farm In
the United States is 175 times that size.

Because thetr farms are so small and

Japan tmports so much of its food, many
farmers cannot make a living from ther

aops. As a result, many people have left
rural areas to find jobs in cities.

CEITTEEEE Finding Main kdeas What

are Japanesa cities like?

ks bt Courtn

Pepulation Growth in Japan
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Issues and Challenges

Many people consider Japan one of the
world’s most successful countries. In recent
years, however, a few Issues have arisen
that present challenges for Japan’s future.

One of these Issues Is Japan's lack of
space. As cities grow, crowding hasbecome
a serfous Issue. To make space, some people
have begun to construct taller bulldings.
Suchbulldingshavetobe carefully planned,
though, to withstand earthquakes.

Japan also faces economic challenges.
For many years, it had the only strong
economy In East Asia. Recently, however,
other countries have challenged Japan’s
economic dominance. Competition from
China and South Korea has begun taking
business from some Japanese companies.

Pollution has also become a problem
in Japan. In 1997 officlals from more than r

150 countries met in Japan to discuss the SUMMARY AND PREVEW Since World

pollution problem. They signed the Kyoto War II, Japan has created a democratic
Protocol, an agreement to cut down on government and a strong, highly tech-

pollution and tmprove air quality. nological economy. In the next section,
you will learn about changes that have
Finding Main Ideas What occurred in South Korea and North Korea
are three ssues facing Japan? in the same time period.
go-divcom
H Online Quix
Section 3 Assessment T
Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and Places Critical Thinking
1. a. identify What are some goods made in Japan? 4. Analyzing Draw a graphic organizer like the one
b. Explain How has Japan’s government changed shown here. In one drcle, write two sentences
since World war 17 about city life in Japan. In another, write two
c. Elaborate Why do you think work ethic is so sentences about rural life. In the third, write two
important to the Japanese economy? sentences about issues facing the Japanese.

2. a. Describe How have people tried to save space — = -
b. Evaluate Do you think you would like living in

Tokyo? Wy or why not?
3. a. identify What is one ssue that crowding has m

causad for Japam? 5. Thinking about Japan What image, or picture, of
b. Analyze How are other countries presenting life in Japan could you write about in your poem?
challenges to Japar's economy? List two or three ideas. Then decide which is the

most promising idea for your poem.
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