SECTION 4!

What You Wil Leam...

1. Many different ethnic groups
and religions Infuence the
culture of India’s nelghbors.

2. Rapld population growth,
ethnic conflicts, and
environmental thrests are
major challenges to the
reglon todsy.

Y

The Big ldea

Despite cultural differencas,
the countries that border India

share simlar chalenges.
.. .

Key Terms and Places
Sherpas, p 5%

Kashmir, p 557

Dhaka, p. 58

Kathmandu, p. 558

o

\ As youread, take notes
on the culture and
Issues Inthe countries that border
India Organtze your notesin a
diagram Ike the one below.

556 CHAPTER 21

India’s Neighbors

1fYOU lived there...

You Iive in the mountainous courtry of Bhutan. For many years
Bhutan's leaders kept the country isolated from outsiders.
Recently, they have begun to allow more toursts to enter the
country. Some of your neighbors believe that tourism will greatly
benefit the country. Others think it could harm the erwironment.

How do you feel about tourism in Bhutan?

BUILDING BACKGROUND After years of isolation or control by
Great Britain, the 1900s brought great ¢ hanges to the countnes on
the Indian Subcontinent Today these countries face rapid
population growth and economic and environmental concerns.

Culture

Five countries—Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, and Sri
Lanka—share the subcontinent with India. Though they are
nelghbors, these countries have significantly different caltures.
People The cultures of the countres that border India
reflect the customs of many ethnic groups. For example, the
Sherpas, an ethnic group from the mountains of Nepal, often
serve as guldes through the Himalayas. Members of Bhutan’s
largest ethnic group originally came from Tibet, a region in
southern China. Many of Sri Lanka’s Tamil (TA-muhl) people
came from India to work the country’s huge plantations.
Religion As you can see on the map on the next page, a varlety
of religlons exist on the Indian Subcontinent. Most countries,
like India, have one major rdigion. In Pakistan and Bangladesh,
for example, most people practice Islam and small portions of
the population follow Hindulsm, Christianity, and tribal reli-
glons. In Nepal, the dominant rdigion is Hinduism, although
Buddhism is practiced in some parts of the country. Buddhism
dominates both Bhutan and S Lanka.

Contrasting In what ways are the cultures of this
region different?
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The Region Today

Like India, the other nations of the sub-
continent face a varlety of challenges. Two
of the greatest challenges are population
growth and poverty.

Pakistan

One of the greatest challenges Pakistan
faces Is the lack of government stability.
Since its creation in 1947, Pakistan has
suffered from rebellions and assassinations
of government leaders. Without govemn-
ment stability, Pakistan has been unable to
adequately address other problems.
Another challenge in Pakistan 1s rapid
population growth. The country’s govern-
ment struggles to manage resources and to
reduce poverty. Some people fear that Pak-
istan’s large population and high levels of
poverty could cause even more Instability.
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AN 'l.f: Gesgoraphy Skills
Reglons Pecple In the Indian Subconinent

1. Identity Which relglon dominstes Pakistan?
2. Analyze Inwhich country are the most
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Relations with Indla are another
important issue in Pakistan today. Since
the partition in 1947, the two countries
have dashed over the territory of Kashmir.
Both India and Pakistan claim control of
the region. Today Pakistan controls west-
Kashmir while India controls the east.
Armed troops from both countries guard a
“line of control” that divides Kashmir.

Since 2001 Pakistan has alded the Unit-
ed States In Its war on terrorism. Pakistan’s
military has arrested hundreds of terrorists
and provided information about suspected
terrorists. Despite this aackdown, howev-
er, many people believe that there are still
terrorists within Pakistan’s borders.

Focus on
READING
Visudize the
infarmation
describadinthis
paragraph.
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Bangladesh

Bangladesh is a small country about the
same size as the state of Wisconsin. Despite
its small size, Bangladesh's population is
almost half the size of the U.S. population.
As a result, it is one of the world’s most
densely populated countres with some
2,734 people per square mile (1,055 per
square km). The capttal and largest city,
Dhaka (DA-kuh), 1s home to over 11.5 mil-
lion people. Overcrowding is not limited
to urban areas, however. Rural areas are
also densely populated.

Flooding is one of Bangladesh’s biggest
challenges. Many circumstances cause

these floods. The country’'s many streams
and rvers flood annually, often damag-
Ing farms and homes. Summer monsoons
also cause flooding. For example, masstve
flooding in 2004 left more than 25 milllon
people homeless. It also destroyed schools,
farms, and roads throughout the country.

Nepal
The small kingdom of Nepal also faces
many challenges today. Its population 1s
growing rapidly. In fact, the population
has more than doubled in the last 30 years.
Kathmandu (kat-man-DOO), the nation’s
capital and largest city, is troubled by over-
crowding and poverty. Thousands have
moved to Kathmandu in search of jobs and
better opportuntties. As a result of popula-
tlon growth and poor resources, Nepal 1s
one of the world’s least-developed nations.
Nepal also faces environmental threats.
As the population grows, more and more
land 1s needed to grow encugh food. To
meet this need, farmers clear forests to
create more farmland. This deforestation
causes soil erosion and harms the wildlife
in the region. Nepal’s many tourists add to
the problem as they use valuable resources
and leave behind trash.

Bhutan
Bhutan is a small mountain kingdom that
lies in the Himalayas between India and
China. Because of the rugged mountains,
Bhutan has been isolated throughout
much of its history. This isolation lmited
outside influences until the 1900s, when
Bhutan’s king established ties first with
Great Britain and later with India. By the
mid-1900s Bhutan had ended itslongisola-
tion. Efforts to modernize Bhutan resulted
In the construction of new roads, schools,
and hospitals.

Today Bhutan continues to dewelop
economically. Most Bhutanese earn a lv-
Ing as farmers, growing rice, potatoes, and

Nepal

134 Many of Nepal's people live
o in the rugged Himalayas and



com. Some ralse ltvestock like yaks, pigs,
and horses. Another important industry is
tourism. The government, however, limits
the number of visitors to Bhutan to protect
Bhutan's environment and way of life.

Sri Lanka
Srl Lanka is a large Island country located
some 20 miles (32 km) off India’s southeast
coast. As a result of its close location, India
has greatly Influenced Sd Lanka. In fact,
Srl Lanka's two largest ethnic groups—the
Tamil and the Sinhalese (sing-guh-LEEZ)—
are descended from Indian settlers.
Conflicts between the Sinhaleseand the
Tamil divide Srl Lanka today. The Tamil

minority has fought for years to create a

These women are picking

separate state. Despite a 2002 cease-fire, “":“““‘“’
violence between the two sides continues =l o=
to disrupt the island nation.

Parts of Sri Lanka were devastated by
the 2004 tsunami in the Indlan Ocean.
Thousands of Sii Lankans were killed, and
more than 500,000 people were left home- SUMMARY AND PREVEW You have
less. The tsunami also damaged Sri Lanka’s | learned about the Important challenges
fishing and agricultural industries, which that face India’s nelghbors on the sub-

are still struggling to rebutld. continent. In the next chapter, you will
learn about the physical geography,
Summarizing What key history, and culture of China, Mongolia,
issues affect India’s neighbors today? and Tatwan.
g brvcom
Section 4 Assessment o
Reviewing Ideas, Terms, and Places Critical Thinking
1. a. identify What are the major religiors of the 3. Solving Problems Using Chelnges | Sohtore
Indian Subcontinent? your notes and a chart like
b. Summarize What cultural differences exist the one here, identify one
among India‘s neighbors? challenge facing each of
. Elaberate Why do you think there are so India’s neighbors. Then
many different religions in this region? develop a solution for each challenge.

2. a. identify What is the capital of Nepal?

b. Compare and Contrast In what ways are the m

countries of this region similar and different? 4. Telli :

i ) . ng about India’s Neighbers Your travels include
C Predict How lpqght conflict over Kashmir voyages to India‘s neighbors. Include important or
cause problems in the future? intriguing details and images in your travelogue.
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